
THE SACRED PORTION  

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 

A Child Caring Ministry 

“And you...shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household.  And you...shall say before the 

Lord your God.  I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and have given it to...the orphan according to all thy 

commandments which thou has commanded me...I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God.” 

Deuteronomy 26: 11, 12, & 14 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to 

providing for the needy 

children of the world who are 

without homes or families.  

We seek to provide better 

environments for children 

living in orphanages and to 

ultimately move them on to 

brighter futures through 

adoption.  The Sacred Portion 

Children’s Outreach relies on 

contributions from individuals, 

businesses and corporations 

in order to carry out its 

mission. 

 
If you would prefer to receive 

our newsletters through 

email, please notify us by 

sending a message to:  

info@sacred portion.org.  

Thank you. 

Our Mission 
The Next Generation! 

By Jan Druckenmiller 

Fall 2018 

 

There are 163 million 

orphanage children 

worldwide with 5,760 

m o r e  c h i l d r e n 

becoming orphans 

each day.  Once a 

child turns 5, they 

have only a 5% 

chance of being 

adopted, leaving 

m a n y  c h i l d r e n 

without a family.  It 

was grim figures like 

these that prompted 

The Sacred Portion 

Children’s Outreach 

to become an 

advocate for older 

orphans.  We began 

conducting hosting 

programs in 2002 as 

a strategy to identify possible permanent families for older 

children who have been legally cleared for inter-country 

adoption and waiting for a placement.  We have just completed 

our 15th year of Summer of Hope and the program continues to 

have a 75% success rate of adoption placement!  Some of the 

children have been as old as 14 or 15 years old when they came 

for hosting and so, after 15 years, we are seeing a new 

generation of babies being born to our Summer of Hope 

adoptees!  Our Summer of Hope adoptive parents are 

becoming Summer of Hope Grandparents!   

   

          Continued on page 2 



 Chuck and Tina Wambeke of 

Three Forks, MT hosted a 

sibling group of three in 2006.  

Anna Joy was 14 at the time, 

Ariel was 12 and Christine was 

10. Anna, now 26, is married 

and has two children,   Evelyn, 

age 3, and Benjamin, age 15 

months.  Craig and I attended 

the wedding this past July of 

Anna and her husband, 

Mateo. At the wedding 

reception, we sat across the 

table from Craig and Julie 

Blockey of Bozeman, MT.  

Craig and Julie’s three 

grandchildren were on and 

off their laps as we chatted 

during the reception.  The 

Blockeys hosted and adopted 

twice through Summer of 

Hope.  Sisters, Mariz and 

Maritess, were 11 and 12 years 

old when they visited 

Bozeman in 2006.  The 

Blockeys hosted another  pair 

of sisters, Irish and Cherry, in 

2009.  Maritess, now 24, has 

three children, Kyanri, age 6, 

Reyna, age 4, and Athena, 

age 3. 

 

Sometimes this ministry bears 

down on us with doing the 

same programs year after 

year coupled with the burden 

of finances and the constant 

maneuvering of government 

systems.  We tend to plod 

along under that burden with 

our heads lowered to the 

ground, forgetting why we are 

doing what we’re doing.  But 

God always seems to have a 

way of putting visual 

reminders in front of us as a 

means of encouragement.  

That day at Anna’s wedding 

reception, God lifted our 

heads to look across the table 

at the Blockey’s beautiful, 

healthy grandchildren and our eyes were opened to the fact 

that the Summer of Hope program has not only changed the 

lives of the children who have been adopted, but it is now   

impacting a whole new generation of children.  In observing the 

Blockey’s grandchildren with their bright, shiny faces, the “what 

ifs” entered our minds. Any offspring of their daughter, Maritess, 

could conceivably have been born into a much different setting 
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Chuck and Tina Wambeke with their host children,  

Anna, Ariel and Christine in 2006. 

Craig and Julie Blockey, happy grandparents! 



wounding, but it becomes a 

d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  w i t h 

grandchildren.  Julie Blockey 

says that her grandchildren are 

v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r 

grandparents and like to show 

them off to other people!  

Maritess also feels proud that 

her adoptive parents are 

endeared to and find so much 

joy in her children.   

 

T h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f 

grandchildren on the scene 

seems to create a shift in 

relationships.  Julie Blockey  

says that having grandchildren 

brings you closer to your 

adopted child in this new 

m o t h e r / g r a n d m o t h e r 

relationship and there is a lot of 

joy to be shared. Sometimes 

parent/child relationships can 

feel a bit superficial with older 

adopted children because 

those relationships lack history. 

Julie feels that becoming 

grandparents takes the 

relationship to a whole new 

level where it becomes more 

authentic and makes family 

ties stronger and richer.   

Tina Wambeke believes that 

because her children are 

doing better than their birth 

parents, it has introduced a 

healing process into the 

generational line. Tina feels 

that becoming a mother has 

helped Anna to heal from 

her childhood wounds and 

because Anna is healing,  so 

will her children do well.     

 

Having grandchildren also 

seems to provide some 

healing benefits for the 

adoptive parents. They have 

missed much of their 

a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n ’ s  

childhoods which can feel 

like a loss. Tina Wambeke 

says that she is able to 

imagine and “love the baby 

of Anna through her 

granddaughter, Evelyn.”  The 

attachment and bonding 

with older adopted children 

can be challenging and 

adoptive parents may go 

through the teen years not 

always feeling that their 

adopted children want 

them.  This can be a bit 

had she not been adopted.  

Poverty and all that comes 

with it follows a lineal pattern 

down through the generations 

and history often repeats itself 

unless something breaks the 

chain.  Summer of Hope has 

changed the trajectory of that 

path, spinning a course off in a 

whole new direction for 

adopted children and the 

generations of children that 

come after.  Unlike the early 

experiences of their adopted 

parents, this next generation is 

surrounded by safety, security, 

love and nurture.  And like their 

parents, they will have 

opportunities for education 

and employment that do not 

exist for children living in a 

culture of poverty.   The Bible 

talks about generational 

curses, but it also talks about 

God showing His loving 

kindness to “thousands of 

generations.”  Maritess and her 

children have been grafted 

into a new life of hope just as 

we are grafted into a whole 

new family tree through Christ. 

 

Wanting to know more about 

what the emergence of this 

next generation has meant for 

the adoptive parents and their 

children prompted us to talk 

with some of them about their 

experiences. 
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Chuck Wambeke with 

granddaughter, Evelyn 

Anna Wambeke with children, 

Evelyn, age 3, and Benjamin, 

age 15 months. 

Maritess Blockey at the airport 

in 2006 



Vicki Holle of Billings, MT shared that because her adopted 

daughter, Annie, spent 12 years in an orphanage, they didn’t 

know how she would interact with her own baby.  She has far 

exceeded their expectations and both Annie and her husband, 

Josh, are wonderful parents.  Vicki says that Annie tends, 

protects and nurtures 7 

month old Asiah in a way 

that can only be taught 

by GOD.  Vicki and her 

husband, Steve, have the 

privilege of caring for 

their granddaughter while 

her parents are working 

and so they have a 

special bond with Asiah.  

Vicki stated, “When we 

are raising our children, 

things can many times be 

terribly hard and scary.  

As grandparents, we can 

see the generations and 

see a much greater hope 

in GOD’s larger plan.  So, 

when we play with Asiah and enjoy her frolics, we don’t just see 

our precious grandbaby.  We see her children and 

grandchildren, and we speak those things into her life even at 7 

months old.” Vicki says that when Asiah smiles, they can sense 

eternity and the world is no longer dark.   

Lala Kroon says that her 

relationship with her adoptive 

parents has become much 

closer as the grandchildren 

create more of a sense of 

family and unity.  Not only do 

relationships change between 

the adopted children and 

their adoptive parents, but 

siblings experience new 

dynamics in their relationships 

as they become aunts and 

uncles.  Lala’s brothers dote 

on their little nephews and  the 

same is  true for Anna’s siblings 

and her children. All of this 

begins to build a sense of 

family history that didn’t exist 

before. 

The Summer of  Hope 

“grandmothers” we spoke with 

all expressed  that their 

adopted daughters are 

wonderful mothers.  While their 

daughters’ early years were 

ones of  neglect and 

abandonment, they have 

shown a lot of resilience in 

overcoming the negative 

effects of those experiences.  

They are able to nurture well 

and parent well.  Julie Blockey 

says her daughter, Maritess, is 

in love with her kids and wants 

to be the best mom possible.  

Corny and Shari Lee Kroon at the airport in 2007 with their host 

children whom they adopted:  Angelica (Lala) 15, Reynante 12 

and Ronald 11. Eleven years later, Lala is married and has two 

sons, Jason, age 5, and Jayden, age 15 months.   

Uncles! 
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Annie was hosted by the Holle family 

for Summer of Hope 2007.  A little girl 

became a wife and mother. 



George and Debbi Haynes of 

Bozeman, MT hosted Aigerim 

and Aidar in our very first 

hosting program ever when 

we brought a group of 19 

children from Kazakhstan in 

2002.  Aigerim was 11 when 

she was hosted and Aidar was 

8.  They are now 27 and 24 

years old!  Aigerim is married 

and she and her husband, 

Juan, have a beautiful little 

boy, Oscar, who is 3 years old.  

George and Debbi’s biological 

daughter, Maren, is also 

married to husband, Michael.   

 

Annie, now age 23, with husband, Josh, 

and “Opa Steve.” Annie has the most 

beautiful little 7 month old baby named 

Asiah. 

Laura Furniss of Belgrade, MT with her 

sweet little granddaughters, Tatyana, 

age 2, and Michaela, age 5 months.  

Their mother, Katiana who is now 22, 

came from Russia to be hosted by 

Dave and Laura in 2003 when she 

was 7 years old.  Dave and Laura 

also adopted Katiana’s older brother, 

Alex, who is turning 26. 
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Giving Hope 
 

God has used the ministry of 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach to take those 

children whom the world has 

failed and set them on a path 

of hope and success.  As is the 

case with many charitable 

o rga n i z at i ons ,  we  a r e 

constantly balancing the 

services we need to provide 

with the resources we have to 

carry out our vision. At this time 

of year we need to raise a 

substantial amount of money 

to carry us to the end of the 

year and to start a new year. 

 

Our annual fundraiser is a big 

help to us in meeting our 

budget each year but it’s not 

enough, and it’s difficult to 

wait until the end of the year 

for that infusion of funds.  We 

are very much in need of 

recurring donations that we 

can depend on to cover our 

expenses each month.  Please 

consider becoming a regular 

supporter of this ministry, even 

if your gift is just $25 per month.  

You can set up a recurring 

donation through our web site 

(w w w . sa c re dp o r t io n . o rg ) 

which makes it convenient for 

you to not have to remember 

to send something in each 

month.  But, of course, we are 

also happy to receive your 

support in the form of a check 

mailed in to the organization 

at the address below:  
 

The Sacred Portion  

Children’s Outreach 

PO Box 11486 

Bozeman, MT 59719 

www.sacredportion.org 

 

Thank You! 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach would like to thank 

everyone who attended our annual Giving Hope to Orphans 

Dinner and Art Auction held on November 9.  It was an evening 

of great food catered by the Food Studio and full of excitement 

as auctioneers, encouraged generous bidding in the live 

auction.  We listened to Amber and Elichai Fowler of Billings, MT 

give an inspiring message, An Intimate Contemplation of How 

We Each Contribute to the Sacred Work of Bringing Hope.   

 

The level of attendance and giving at the event met our hopes 

and expectations and we are very grateful!  We want to thank 

the people who volunteered their time and energy to make the 

event possible both in preparation for and during the event, 

those who donated art, and the individuals and businesses that 

helped to sponsor the event.  We thank the children at the 

Rehoboth Children’s Home in the Philippines and adoptees in 

the US for blessing us with their art for the live and silent auction. 

  

We especially thank  

Tim and Mary Barnard and the  

Gianforte Family Foundation  

for being our main event sponsors.  

 

We hope to see you next November when we can once again 

bless the children who are the recipients of what is raised 

through this event by providing them with better environments 

and brighter futures.   



Teachers and Artists 
 

Peggy Ryan of Bozeman, 

MT and her daughter, 

Caitlin, traveled to the 

Philippines this past July to 

give the children at the 

Rehoboth Children’s Home 

art lessons.  During their 

s t a y ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c e d  m a n y 

different types of mediums 

for creating art.  This 

included using acrylic and 

water color paints on canvas board, creating scenes with torn 

paper, doing mosaics and lots of other experimentations.  The 

art that Peggy and Caitlin did with the children was displayed in 

the silent auction at our Giving Hope to Orphans fundraising 

event on November 9.  Kristin Sayre, also of Bozeman, was in the 

Philippines this past February/March.  Kristin and her daughter, 

Clarrisa, kept the children at Rehoboth busy doing art and some 

of those creations were also included in the silent auction.   

 

Thank you Peggy, Caitlin, Kristin and Clarissa! 

An Artist’s Statement 
 

I used to draw a lot when I was in 4th grade but where I was born, 

which was the Philippines, we never really had the chance for great 

opportunities like taking art classes.  The materials I had were only a 

pencil and a piece of paper, but all of that changed when me and 

my younger brother met our forever family.  My name is Rico Imus.  I 

am 17 years old and I’m proud to be 

an American citizen.    

 

I decided to draw a llama because 

since I was a kid I’ve always wanted 

to be the most famous, amazing, 

creative artist known not just where I 

live, but around the world.  To me, a 

l l a m a  r e p r e s e n t s  s t r e n g t h , 

p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  s u c c e s s  a n d 

everything that defines who I am, which is confidence.  The 

colorful bubbles represent the great opportunities ahead of me 

as I reach my goal of becoming a professional artist.  Practice 

makes perfect and for all the young artists like me, always 

remember self-confidence is the most attractive quality you 

could ever have.  So, I’m a proud artist.  What are you? 
 

(Rico’s piece was in our live auction at our fundraising event!) 

When it comes to doing art with 

kids, we always say it’s about the 

process, not the product! 
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Our 15th year of Summer of Hope took place in a new community - Sheridan, Wyoming!  A total of 7 

children participated including 2 single boys, 3 single girls and a pair of sisters.  This was the first time the 

girls outnumbered the boys in our hosting program! The children were from various orphanages in the 

Philippines and ranged in age from 8 to 15 years old.  Six Sheridan families came on board and 

completed the required paperwork and training to host.  This year was unique in that two of our host 

families were older couples with many years of experience in foster care.  They hosted as advocate 

families and we were delighted to have their involvement.  The young boys who they hosted developed 

a very sweet connection to their host ‘Lolo’ and ‘Lola’ (grandparents). 

 

Fundraising activities were held in Sheridan and successfully 

generated the money that was needed to cover the costs 

of bringing the children to the US.  The children arrived on 

July 8 at the airport in Billings, MT, accompanied by two 

escorts.  The children and families had a good time 

participating in all of the activities and events that were 

held during the four weeks of their stay in Sheridan. 

 

We are now looking at outcomes and have 4 families 

moving forward with adoption of 5 of the children!  The 

families that host the children are not always potential 

adoptive families so advocacy in the hosting program is 

very important.  It is structured in a way to give other people 

an opportunity to meet the children in an indiscreet way 

and consider adoption.  We are often amazed at the connections that happen.  For example, two of 

the families moving forward with adoption are  families that were volunteering and providing services for 

the hosting program in Sheridan and met the children through their involvement!   

 

We are  very grateful to the people and churches in Sheridan that rallied around the Summer of Hope 

program.  There were many volunteers who helped with different aspects of the program including 

fundraising, preparation for the arrival of the children and arranging activities and medical services.  

Amber Van Dyke was our Summer of Hope Coordinator in Sheridan.  She did a fantastic job and we 

appreciate all of her hard work and dedication to making the program a success.   We are grateful to 

the host families who generously “made room” in their hearts and homes for the children from the 
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Philippines.  We thank all of the 

individuals, churches and 

businesses that donated money 

to make it possible for the 

children to come.  We also 

thank the health professionals in 

Sheridan who donated their 

services to the children while 

they were there.   Children are 

being given hope for a brighter 

future because of the efforts of 

a community like Sheridan, 

Wyoming.  Yay Sheridan! 

We have one child still in need 

of a family!  If you would like 

more information on this child or 

on Summer of Hope in general, 

please contact us at (406) 586-

5 7 7 3  o r  e m a i l  u s  a t   

info@sacredportion.org.   
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ADOPTION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 

 

 
HopeFull Connections Adoption Services, a program of The 

Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach, is a licensed child placing 

and adoption agency with the State of Montana. We able to 

do home studies and provide post adoption supervision for 

families residing in Montana who are pursuing an international 

adoption.  Some foreign countries such as China require the 

home study agency to be Hague Accredited.  HopeFull 

Connections Adoption Services is the only Hague Accredited 

agency in the State of Montana.  Being Hague Accredited 

means that we adhere to strict standards regarding ethical 

practice in our adoption work.   

 

Our Hague accreditation expires in January 2020 and we will 

need to begin the reaccreditation process at the beginning of 

2019 in order to complete it in time.  The fees for accreditation 

have gone up substantially with the takeover of IAAME, the 

new accrediting entity that replaced the Council on 

Accreditation.  We have applied for several grants to assist 

with the cost, but are also asking long time friends and 

supporters of SPCO to help us out.  It is critical that we maintain 

our Hague accreditation as we have many Montana families 

that we are currently serving for whom we are their only option 

as an agency.  Our involvement with the families during the 

post adoption period can extend out to as long as five years 

and we need to hold to that commitment.   

Colombia 

Accreditation! 
 

 

  

 

 
 

After a year and a half of 

paperwork, The Sacred 

Portion Children’s Outreach 

is now licensed by the 

Insituto Colombiano de 

Bienestar Familiar (ICBF) to 

do placements of children 

from Colombia!  

 

This will work similarly to our 

licensure with the Philippines 

where we are the primary 

agency in the adoption 

process.  Our licensure will 

allow us to place children 

from Colombia who are 8 to 

14 years old and younger 

children who have special 

needs.  One of the focuses 

of having our license will be 

to bring children from 

Colombia for hosting just as 

we do with the Philippines!  

To learn more about the 

Colombia adoption process 

go to the US Department of 

State’s web site and click on 

Intercountry Adoption. 
 

https://travel.state.gov 
 

Domestic Adoption 
 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach can provide home 

studies for families wanting to adopt within the United States.  

This would be in cases of a direct parental placement where 

the couple is adopting a baby from a birth mother known to 

them and a lawyer has been hired to facilitate the placement.  

We cannot do home studies where the couple is using an 

unlicensed facilitator that matches prospective adoptive 

parents with expectant mothers, as this is illegal in Montana.  

We can also do home studies for families wanting to adopt 

from the foster care system in other states.  Unfortunately, the 

State of Montana does not accept home studies done by 

private agencies such as ours for foster care adoption. 

If you’re thinking about 

adopting or in need of 

adoption services, please 

contact us at:  
 

(406) 586-5773  

info@sacredportion.org. 

www.hopefullconnection.org 
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Our authorization to function 

as a placing agency with 

children from the Philippines 

has to be renewed every four 

years.  This entails a visit by 

representat ives of  the 

Intercountry Adoption Board 

of the Philippines (ICAB) to our 

office in Montana.  A board 

member and senior social 

worker from ICAB arrived in 

Bozeman on October 20.  The 

ICAB staff are always eager to 

meet with families and their 

children who were adopted 

from the Philippines.  They 

want to hear from the 

adopted children regarding 

their experience in being 

adopted and how it was for 

them integrating into a new 

country and culture. On 

Sunday, October 21 we held a 

small gathering of families at 

our home.  It was very special 

for the ICAB representatives to 

see how the children who 

came into Bozeman through 

hosting are now young adults, 

and some even have children 

of their own! 

ICAB Senior Social Worker, Ms. Gina Escalante 

visiting with adoptee, Ron Kroon, now age 22. 

Welcome to Montana! 
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Home attend the on-site preschool located on the other side and 

this is the “road” they use to get back and forth from school.  It is 

quite a walk from the Baby Home to the front gate and the road is 

often very wet and muddy because it rains a lot in the Philippines.  

The washing away of soil also creates ruts making for a very uneven 

surface for walking.  Many of the administrative staff also go back 

and forth on this muddy path in their roles that include supervision 

of the Baby Home.  The dream is to get an actual paved road built 

on the property to eliminate having to walk through mud and 

puddles every day.   

 

The estimated cost of a paved road that extends from the Baby 

Home to the front gate is $24,843.  Rehoboth Sampaloc Ministries is 

implementing a plan whereby work teams coming to Rehoboth 

from the US, Australia and other countries will be invited to build a 4 

meter by 4 meter section of the road.  The cost of one section of 

road will be $444 and it will take 56 sections to complete the road.  

In addition to making this a project for future work teams to take on, 

RSM is inviting individuals to fund one or more sections of the road.  

There will be a plan to acknowledge these donations such as 

etching the work team or contributor’s name into the concrete as 

that section is being laid!  You can contribute to the road by going 

to the Donate page at www.sacredportion.org or mailing a check 

payable to The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach, PO Box 11486, 

Bozeman, MT 59719.  You can include a notation with  your online 

donation or with your check that your gift is for the Rehoboth Road.   

Bonnie’s Heart Baby Home 

which was completed in 2013 is 

located on a piece of property 

directly across from the original 

facilities of the Rehoboth 

Children’s Home.  The Baby 

Home is positioned on the 

property according to the 

master site plan that was 

developed when the property 

was purchased.  During the 

construction phase of the Baby 

Home and several other 

buildings, a road was eventually 

imprinted onto the property by 

trucks delivering materials to the 

building sites.  This is currently the 

only pathway across the 

property.  A number of the 

oldest children in the Baby 

It rains a lot in the Philippines! 
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environment for children 3 to 6 

years old.  Children from the 

c omm u n i t y  a t te n d  t h e 

preschool as well as the children 

in residence. Some children 

come into the Rehoboth 

Children’s Home having had 

little to no education.  A tutorial 

program is provided on-site for 

older children that need help 

catching up, Other children 

who are ready for a school 

experience attend public or private school off-site.  Four of 

Rehoboth’s children currently attend the Asian Hope Christian 

In addition to meeting their 

basic needs, The Rehoboth 

Children’s Home seeks to 

ensure that every child in its 

care is being given the 

opportunity for learning and 

education.  This starts as early 

as the infants and toddlers.  

The Rehoboth Children’s 

Home uses a program called 

Active Learning for Infants and 

Toddlers, whereby each child 

is provided with stimulating 

activities geared to their 

developmental level.  The 

house parents conduct these 

short little activities with 

individual or small groups of 

children and note the 

children’s responses to the 

activities in a journal.  This 

information becomes part of 

the child’s developmental 

record that is required by the 

government and later 

provided to adoptive parents.  

These activities can be 

something as simple as a 

house parent hanging a 

colorful scarf around her neck 

while she changes an infant’s 

diaper, giving the baby 

something stimulating to look 

at and to reach up and touch.   

The Rehoboth Early Learning 

Center is located on-site and 

p r ov i d es  a  p r es c h oo l 
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When the Rehoboth van is not available, the children sometimes 

ride a tricycle to and from school, a common form of 

transportation in the Philippines consisting of a motorcycle with a 

side car. 
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In addition to formal education, there are many hands-on 

learning opportunities and teachable moments that occur at 

the Rehoboth Children’s Home.  Here, Rexor, one of the 

agriculture workers, is showing the children at Bonnies’ Heart 

Baby Home some small birds that 

were caught inside the chicken 

coop.  He gave the children a 

chance to see the birds up close and 

then explained to them that it was 

best to let the birds go free.  So sweet! 

Academy which is located on 

the church property directly 

behind Rehoboth.  Seven 

ch i ldren attend Camp 

Capinpin Elementary School, a 

public school located inside 

the army camp in the town.    

Joshua, one of the children at 

Rehoboth with special needs, 

attends the SPED class at 

Sampaloc Elementary School.   

Schools in the Philippines are very big on uniforms and each 

school has it’s own color and style.  Even the children who 

attend the on-site preschool wear uniforms!  The schools also put 

a lot of emphasis on class 

rankings and awards.  Six year 

old Zyra proudly received a 

perfect attendance award at 

the end of last school year!   



When Children Learn, They Later Earn! 
 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach made a commitment 

several years ago to use some of the excess fundraising monies 

from our Gillette, WY Summer of Hope program to support school 

children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The rationale 

behind this decision had to do with prevention.  We spend lots of 

time, energy and money bringing orphans for hosting in order to 

find them families.  But, by supporting families who are struggling 

to care for their children and provide them an education, we 

can reduce the number of children that need new families.  This 

is a generational issue because without having received an 

education or skill training, children grow up and eventually have 

children of their own without the means to support them.   The 

cycle of poverty then continues and children are often 

abandoned to orphanages out of desperation of the parents to 

see their children fed and clothed.  Providing children with an 

education can help to break that cycle.  Children who receive 

an education and skill training can grow up to become 

employable members of their community, able to earn a living 

and support their own families.  Education creates sustainable 

change for children and ultimately for communities - for entire 

countries.   It is perhaps the most effective strategy to tackle 

poverty and is integrally linked to human, community and 

national development 

   

We are once again supporting four children through Rudi 

International for the 2018/2019 school year. These are the same 

four children that we sponsored last year! 
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It was with sad hearts that we said goodbye to 

Lynne Hooper, our social worker who has been 

with The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 

since we first got licensed as a child placing 

agency in 2006.  Lynne has provided home 

studies and post adoption services for countless 

families in Montana over the past 12 years.  With 

the retirement of Lynne’s husband, they made a 

decision to move to California to be closer to 

family.  We will miss Lynne greatly but wish her 

the best as she continues her social work career 

in another capacity. 

Meet Brandi Scott 

Our New Social Worker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandi was born in Colorado and raised in 

a small rural community in Alabama.  Her 

parents, three sisters and niece still reside 

in Alabama where they raise alpacas.  

Brandi enjoys being outside, cooking, 

college football, coffee and spending 

time with her pets.   

 

Brandi earned her Bachelor of Science 

degree in Social Work from Jacksonville 

State University in 2014.   She is currently 

working on her Masters degree in Social 

Work from Arizona State University online; 

her anticipated graduation date is August 

2019.  From there, Brandi hopes to pursue 

her clinical social work license in the state 

of Montana.  Brandi has had previous 

experience in adoption and mental 

health; although she enjoyed both 

settings her heart is for adoptions.  Brandi is 

thankful for each learning opportunity that 

the Lord has placed in her life.  She is 

especially thankful for being led to this 

opportunity to serve in the state of 

Montana in a capacity where she can 

also share her faith with like-minded 

people.  Brandi’s prayer is that God will 

continue to lead and guide her along the 

way and allow her to continue serving 

families and orphans.   

 

Brandi began working at The Sacred 

Portion Chidlren’s Outreach this past July. 

She will be serving families in the Bozeman 

area and the eastern part of Montana. 

Lynne with the Westra kids of Bozeman at her 

good-bye party in July.  Kurt and Evan Westra 

are one of many couples that Lynne served 

over the years.  The Westras adopted their son 

from Ethiopia in May of 2010 and later 

adopted a sibling group  of three from the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
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years as a home educator, and a 

homeschool support resource specialist. Her journey 

into the adoption field began when their family decided to 

adopt twin boys, age 6, from Russia, in 2005, through Sacred 

Portion’s summer hosting program.  

 

As part of her pre-

adoption training, she 

learned about how 

e a r l y  a d v e r s e 

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n 

childhood can have 

long-lasting impacts on 

later development, so 

she trained in this area 

to ensure their sons 

would have supports in 

their lives as they 

developed and grew. 

This led to becoming 

professionally trained as 

a Circle of Security 

Parenting Facilitator 

and a Trust-Based 

Relational Intervention 

(TBRI) practitioner. In 

August of 2018 she 

earned her Master’s 

degree in Family 

S c i e n c e  f r o m 

Concordia University, St. 

Paul, a dream of hers to 

bring more training and 

education to the ministry she founded, The Connecting Space, 

which supports foster and adoptive parents. Her greatest 

professional desire is to bring the message of the Gospel, 

through the Biblical scriptures, into the latest neuroscience 

research on early trauma and loss in children, in order to 

support families to honor God as they create positive and 

lasting connections to each other, and experience His healing 

power.  Working with SPCO now is a beautiful ‘coming home’ 

for her as she uses the training and experiences she first gained 

to help her sons and she now brings that same hope to other 

families just like hers.  Gail will be serving families in the western 

part of Montana. 

Meet Gail Heaton 

Our New Adoption 

Case Worker 

Gail Heaton was born and 

raised in Fort Smith, Arkansas 

and lived in the south until a 

1999 move to beautiful 

Montana, where she 

remains a proud resident. 

She loves reading research 

books in her leisure time, as 

well as hiking around 

Missoula with her husband 

a s  h e  p h o t o g r a p h s 

Montana’s beauty, playing 

with her granddaughter, 

and enjoying the wonderful 

life God has given her with 

family and friends. She has 

seven children, now all 

adults.  

 

Gail graduated from Tulsa 

University in 1987 with a 

Bachelor Degree of Arts in 

Communication with an 

emphasis in organizational 

cultures and a minor in 

psychology. Since a young 

child, Gail has wanted to 

pursue child psychology 

professionally, but life took 

her in a different direction. 

She has worked as a 

corporate t ra iner ,  a 

paralegal in family law, 25  

Gail Heaton and husband, Randy, 

adopted twins from Russia that 

came for summer hosting in 2004.  

Viktor and Andrei were 6 years old 

at the time and are now 20! 
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Jan Druckenmiller 

Executive Director 
 

Jan Druckenmiller is the 

Executive Director of The 

Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach and has been with 

the organization since its 

inception in 1998.  Jan’s life’s 

work has been about 

children as she ran an early 

childhood program for 22 

years before becoming 

involved in orphan care.  She 

has a Masters degree in 

Child Care Administration.  

Meet Corina Paszkiet 

Our New Administrative Assistant 

 
Although raised in Sheridan, WY, Corina and her husband, John, have 

called Bozeman home since 2000.  She graduated from Montana State 

University with a Bachelors in Psychology in 2005. After a few years in 

Bozeman they couldn’t imagine living anywhere else and made this 

home. Corina has always had a heart for adoption and knew early on 

that she not only wanted to adopt, but desired to work in some way 

with the adoption community. Corina has always firmly believed that 

God builds families very specifically and when they were diagnosed 

with infertility, it was clear their route to a family would be adoption. 

Corina has a great deal of adoption within her family of origin including 

several siblings, nieces and nephews so it was an easy decision. They 

welcomed their son through domestic adoption in 2012 and their daughter in 2014. Corina will still 

tell you that one of the best parts of the process was The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 

completing their home studies!    

Lorene Schmit 

Adoption Program Assistant 

  
Lorene Schmit is Sacred Portion’s 

Adoption Program Assistant and 

handles all of the paperwork of the 

families who are adopting.  Lorene 

has been with SPCO for 16 years. 

  

Lorene graduated from MSU Northern 

with a degree in Business. She always 

knew that she wanted to pursue a 

career that helped people in some 

way but never predicted it would be 

in the field of adoption.  Lorene has 

served in a number of roles at SPCO 

over the years but is enjoying her 

current position of Adoption Program Assistant as it allows her 

to work more closely with the families. 

  

Lorene is also an adoptive parent.  She and her husband, Ken, 

adopted their daughter, Galina, at the age of 4. Originally 

from Russia, Galina is now 20 and attending college. Lorene 

has learned much about the beauty and heartache of the 

world of adoption and continues to learn more every day.  

She feels incredibly blessed to be involved in helping children 

find forever families and getting to know and work with those 

amazing families, many of whom have become life-long 

friends.  
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A Perfect Match 
 

 The Gerstner family of Billings, 

MT  arrived home from China 

on August 17 with their 

daughter, Hope.  Hope just 

turned three in October.  Hope 

joins brothers Elijah, age 8, 

Luke, age 6, and Isaac, age 4.  

The Gerstners specifically 

requested to adopt a child 

with albinism as two of their 

sons were born with this 

condition.  What a blessing for 

little Hope that she now has 

siblings who are the same kind 

of different as her.  Amazing! 

Finally Home! 
 

Dale and Chairsty Stewart of Billings, MT brought home 

their three children from Ethiopia on July 26.  Helen just 

turned 13, Biruk is 8 and Josef will be turning 4 in 

November.  The Stewarts began their home study with 

SPCO in  2014 so it has been a four year process for 

them.  We applaud the Stewarts for their perseverance 

and rejoice that their children are finally home.  
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Big Hearts 
 

The Kneeland family of 

Bozeman, MT has adopted 

twice from China.  Their 

daughter Chen, age 16, has 

been home for more than two 

years and their son, Michael, 

arrived home on August 6 of 

this year. Michael turned 13 in 

October.  The Kneelands have 

four biological children 

ranging in age from 17  To 24.  

The Kneelands are big-

hearted people, embracing 

into their family two children 

with special needs.  Chen was 

severely burned in a fire when 

she was 5 years old and lost 

her birthparents to that fire.  

Michael was diagnosed in 

China with hypoplasia of the 

legs but the Kneelands  will be 

taking him to medical 

specialists here in the US for 

additional assessment.  It’s a 

wonderful thing when children 

with special conditions are 

adopted into families that are 

committed to getting their 

adopted children the medical 

services that they need and to 

helping them reach their full 

potential.   

Second Time Around 
 

Bradley and Amanda Kniep 

returned from the Philippines 

on October 8 with sons, Janus, 

age 18, and John Nino, age 

13.  The boys are from the 

same orphanage as the 

Kniep’s son, Roger, whom they 

brought home a year ago.  

When they were at the 

orphanage getting Roger, 

they met Janus and John Nino 

and felt they should be part of 

their family as well!  It took a 

year to update paperwork and 

go through the process again 

but because of Janus 

approaching 18 when he 

would age out, their process 

was expedited. 
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The Caro family of Kalispell, MT adopted Jet Zi in China on June 28.  

Jet is 3 years old and joins his brother, Max, age 4.  It looks like these 

boys are going to have great fun together! 
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The Grevious family of Billings, MT re-finalized their 

adoption of Woodnaica in the Billings District Court on 

July 26, 2018.  Woodnacia, from Haiti, joined her 

family in 2016.  She just turned 6 years old. 

The Howells family of Big Sky, MT re-finalized their adoption of Hanji on October 26.  Hanji is from 

South Korea and came home a year ago in September.  It just so happened to be Hanji’s 4th 

birthday the day of the re-finalization!  It appears that he found the courtroom scene a little boring! 

Our social worker, Brandi Scott, had the pleasure of attending the Howell’s re-finalization.   

Adoption  
Finalizations! 
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