
themselves did not have intention 

to adopt.  That’s exactly what 

happened.  The Reddig family of 

Minot, ND heard of Jomar and 

traveled to Gillette to meet him.  

By the time Jomar left at the end 

of the four weeks, the Reddig 

family had declared their desire to 

adopt Jomar.   

 

As a Hague accredited adoption 

agency, The Sacred Portion 

Children’s Outreach was able to 

process the Reddig family’s 

adoption.  Jomar came home for 

good on May 5, 2016.  With the 

start of a new life in his adoptive 

family, Jomar chose a new name 

for himself, which is Ryder. 

There is perhaps no better story 

that illustrates how the multiple 

focuses of The Sacred Portion 

Ch i l d r en ’ s  O ut r eac h  ha s 

impacted and changed the 

trajectory of a child’s future than 

the story of Jomar.  Jomar was 

admitted on September 2, 2010 to 

the Rehoboth Children’s Home, 

an orphanage in the Philippines 

that SPCO has been partnering 

with since 2001.  Jomar had been 

abandoned by his birth mother 

and, at the time of his 

admittance, had a large mass on 

his face called Frontoethmoidal 

Encephalocele, a rare birth 

defect.  With the help of 

donations from generous 

people, the Rehoboth Children’s 

Home was able to seek medical 

help for Jomar and he had 

surgery on December 1, 2010 to 

remove the mass.  Although the 

surgery was successful, Jomar’s 

face remained severely 

disfigured with paralysis on the 

right side and blindness and 

deafness in his right eye and ear.  

 

Over the next six years, Jomar 

thrived in the loving, nurturing 

environment of the Rehoboth 

Children’s Home.  His needs 

were supported by a sponsor 

through the child sponsorship 

program managed by SPCO.  

As time went on, Jomar saw 

other children leave for 

adoption and had a desire for 

the same to happen for him.  

Each time we visited Rehoboth, 

he would, with his limited English, 

ask us about a “mommy and 

daddy.”  Our hearts would sink 

with that question as we 

honestly didn’t know if there 

would be a family to adopt 

Jomar. 

 

In 2013 we made a request to 

the Intercountry Adoption Board 

of the Philippines to allow Jomar 

to be included in our Summer of 

Hope hosting program in 

Gillette, Wyoming. The family 

that hosted Jomar made it 

possible for him to come on the 

summer program and have the 

opportunity to meet a family 

that might commit to adopting 

him, even though they 
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hands of Dr. Azzizzadeh and other 

medical specialists.   

 

Several years ago, Ryder had 

begun a self portrait during an art 

class he was participating in but 

then left the face blank as he 

didn’t want to finish it.   Recently 

he painted a picture for Dr. 

Azzizzadeh of himself as a 

superhero.  This speaks not only to 

the physical transformation he has 

u n d e r g o n e ,  b u t  a l s o  a 

transformation in how he views 

himself.   

 

We often contemplate what the 

future would have been like for a 

child like Ryder if God had not 

brought him into the Rehoboth 

Children’s Home, into the ministry 

of The Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach and into the arms of the 

Reddig family.  God is amazing! 

 

To learn more about The Sacred 

Portion Children’s Outreach 

ministry: 

(406) 586-5773  

i n f o @ s a c r e d p o r t i o n . o r g 

www.sacredportion.org.   

 

The mass and surgery to remove 

it had left the right side of 

Ryder’s face paralyzed.  In 

February, 2017 Dr. Azizzadeh 

took one of Ryder’s ankle nerves 

and grafted it into his face from 

ear  to ear  for  fac ia l 

reanimation.  In September, Dr. 

Azizzadeh grafted a groin 

muscle, nerve and artery into 

Ryder’s right cheek which will 

eventually give him a straight 

smile.  Ryder has undergone an 

amazing transformation at the 

Before Ryder’s arrival home, 

Alyson Reddig searched for a 

doctor specializing in facial 

paralysis treatments.  She located 

Dr. Babak Azizzadeh, a renowned 

Los Angelos area facial plastic 

and reconstructive surgeon.  He 

offered to perform Ryder’s 

necessary surgeries and cover 

extra medical expenses.  But first 

there were a number of other 

medical issues that had to be 

addressed and Ryder went 

through extensive evaluations 

and several surgeries at Mayo 

Clinic.   Ryder now has a bone 

anchored hearing device and a 

prosthetic eye.  “Mom, I can see 

you”  and “Mom, I can hear you” 

were words that melted Alyson 

Reddig’s heart. 


