
Outreach came alongside Bob 
and Barbara two years ago and, 
through several benefactors, has 
been  p rov id ing  f i nanc ia l 
assistance in completing the 
construction of the homes.   
 
The name Rehoboth comes from 
scripture in Genesis 26: 22.   It is the 
name of the well dug where Isaac 

was finally able to settle in peace 
with room for his flocks and his 
family.   The meaning of Rehoboth 
is “God has made a place for us.”   
God has indeed made a special 
place for children in this area of 
lush vegetation, blue sky and 
sunshine.   
  Continued on page 2 

THE SACRED PORTION  
CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 

A Child Caring Ministry 

“And you  . . . shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household.  And you . . . shall say before 
the Lord your God, I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and have given it to . . . the orphan according to all thy 

commandments which thou hast commanded me . . . I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God.” 
Deuteronomy 26: 11, 12 & 14 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing 
for the needy children of the world 
who are without homes or families.   
 
Formerly known in our community 
as Southwood Child and Family  
Education Center, the organization 
was directly involved for 22 years 
in the development and operation 
of an early childhood program.  In 
1997 the organization passed the 
care and continuation of that 
program into another’s hands and 
the founders, Craig and Jan 
Druckenmiller, turned their hearts 
towards serving a more needy 
population of the world’s children.   
 
The organization, as part of its new 
mission seeks to assist facilities 
that care for orphaned and 
abandoned children in providing 
healthy, secure environments in 
which these children can grow and 
develop as normally as possible.   

A BEAUTIFUL PLACE FOR CHILDREN 

  FALL 2002                                                                                                                                                                               

Our Mission 

 

High up in the mountains in the 
area of Sampaloc, away from 
the pollution, honking horns and 
crowdedness of Manila, stand 
the Rehoboth Children’s Homes.  
The construction of this 
orphanage has been going on 
for three years and is nearly 
complete.  It is anticipated that 
the homes will begin receiving 

children in February, 2003. The 
Rehoboth Children’s Homes are 
the vision of Bob and Barbara 
Morriss, an Australian couple, 
who felt compelled to respond 
to the many Filipino children who 
are living impoverished and 
without the care of a family.  The 
Sacred Portion Children’s 



more cosmetic in nature than 
previous trips that consisted of 
hauling dirt and rock, digging 

ditches, laying drain pipe, and 
sanding and painting concrete 
wall surfaces. 

Each time we have traveled to 
Sampaloc, our stay there has 
seemed to take on a theme.  This 
time, it was a theme of 
beautification.   
   
  Continued on page 3 
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When we first visited the 
construction site in March, 2000, 
the three buildings were only 
roofed shells of concrete blocks.   
The before and after pictures are 
a testimony of God’s faithfulness 
to this project in the fulfillment of 
Bob and Barbara’s vision of a safe 
haven for destitute children.   
 
We took our third work team to 
Sampaloc this past September.  It 
had been a year since our last 
trip.  Funds had allowed the work 
on the homes to continue after 
we parted ways with Bob and 
Barbara in August, 2001, with 
them returning to their home 
country of Australia and us to the 
U.S.   We were astounded by the 

changes and what had been 
accomplished in the year that 
had ensued.  The buildings have 
been painted inside and out, 
bathroom fixtures installed and 
tile laid on the floors.  The drilling 
of a well has been completed 
and a water tower now stands 
erect behind the administration 
building.  Most remarkable is the 
landscaping.  The steep hillside 
behind the homes is beautifully 

terraced with stone, arched 
bridges lead over the storm 
canal to a quiet place 
reminiscent of an oriental 
garden, and a host of small trees 
and colorful plants grace the 
grounds everywhere you look.  
  
Our work team this trip consisted 
of Craig and Jan Druckenmiller, 
Jeff Van Dyken, Sandi Van 
Middendorp and Jill Erickson.  
Our mission was to help with the 
finishing touches of the homes, 

A BEAUTIFUL PLACE FOR CHILDREN     Continued from page 1 



made the children’s bedrooms 
come alive with color and fun.  
The preschool room became a 
tropical rainforest with an ocean 
mural in the art area.  Sandi’s 
artistic ability captured the 
attention of the Filipino laborers 

on the grounds who would 
periodically stop to peek in the 
windows to see what was taking 
shape.  Sandi responded to the 
interest of the locals and their 
ch i ldren by giv ing some 
spontaneous art lessons on site. 
While the interior decorating of 
the homes progressed, Jill 
diligently worked on sorting 
donations of children’s clothing 
and organizing cupboards and 
closet space.   
 
  Continued on page 4 

being able to fit yards and yards 
of fabric into our luggage.  It 
became a team effort with Jan 
cutting fabric, Fay, a Filipino 
friend, tirelessly pumping the 
treadle on an antiquated 
sewing machine and Sandi 
echoing the colors and 
characters of the fabrics onto 
the walls with her brush.  Cuddly 
bears, endearing bunnies and 
chicks, coy cats and silly dogs 

Everywhere, people were working 
to create beauty.  Six inch squares 
of sod were being painstakingly 
laid to create grassy areas for the 
children to play on. Huge bowl- 
shaped planters were being 
crafted from concrete and rebar. 

A rock garden suddenly sprang 
up next to the water tower, 
softening its presence.  We 
climbed that water tower (some 
of us with shaky knees!) and took 
it all in.  It was breathtaking to look 
down upon the place that God 
has created for His children and 
over the walls to the tropical 
lushness that surrounds it.   
 
Our team went immediately to 
work with our own beautification 
efforts.  Sandi Van Middendorp, 
who is an artist specializing in 
hand painted borders, was 
voluntarily commissioned for this 
trip to add a decorative touch to 
the living areas of the homes and 
the preschool classroom.   Fun, 
coordinating fabrics to make 
curtains and blankets for the 
children’s bedrooms had been 
chosen before leaving for the 
Philippines.   Space bags with the 
air suctioned out did the trick in 
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and the stock of items in the 
stores was quite limited.   We 
were successful in finding some 
of what we needed and 
elected to have the rest built by 
a carpenter in the town of 
Tanay, just down the road from 
Sampaloc.  The carpenter will 
also be building the needed 
furniture and play equipment for 
the preschool room.    
 
While in Manila, we stepped out 
of poverty for an evening and 
attended a book launch at the 
p o s h  S h a n g r i - L a  H o t e l .  

Craig and Jeff hung curtain rods, 
mounted fire extinguishers and 
washed the exteriors of the 
buildings.   They also became 
engrossed in figuring out how to 
build a sand and water play table 

and paint easels for the preschool 
room using PVC pipe from the 
local plastics factory.  Their efforts 
met with great success. 

 
Shopping became one of the 
focuses of this trip as we headed 
down to Manila to look for cribs, 
toddler beds and bunk beds.  It 
proved to be frustrating as we 
needed multiples of everything 

Photographs portraying Filipino 
street children with poems written 
by a German author had been 
collected into a coffee table 
book entitled Dignity and 
Courage .   The Rehoboth 
Children’s Homes is one of a 
number of children’s charities that 
have been designated as 
beneficiaries of the proceeds of 
this beautifully haunting book.   
 
The site of the Rehoboth 
Children’s Homes used to be a 
swamp.   Just as it has been 
transformed into a place of 
beauty, so will the lives of the 
children be transformed who 
come to live there.  They will 
come sick, malnourished, dirty 
and unclothed, lacking the luster 
of children who have had 
opportunities to grow and 
develop properly.  At Rehoboth, 
they will receive proper nutrition, 
clothing, medical care and 
education.  
 
Soon all will be ready and we 
solicit your prayers for the children 
who will become the daily 
heartbeat of the Children’s 
Homes.  We especially ask for 
prayer that the right people will 
be raised up to run the homes 
and care for the children.  God 
transforms our hearts that we 
might reflect His beauty and love 
to the world.  Yet, we can quickly 
fall into a state of disrepair if we 
do not stay close to His guiding 
hand.  Likewise, wisdom and 
appropriate guidance will be 
crucial for the running of the 
Children’s Homes to assure that 
they will remain not only a place 
of physical beauty but will also be 
the haven of love, nurture and 
spiritual guidance that we 
envision.  Finances will be needed 
for the ongoing operation of the 
homes and we ask that you 
consider supporting the Rehoboth 
Children’s Homes on a monthly 
basis.  We will be establishing a 
child sponsorship program to this 
end and will be including details 
in our next newsletter. 

A BEAUTIFUL PLACE CHILDREN Continued from page 3
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THE CHILDREN OF HOPE 
PRESCHOOL 

 
This past September was my fifth 
trip to the Philippines to visit the 
Children’s Shelter of Cebu.  The 
Sacred Port ion Chi ldren’s 

Outreach began working with 
CSC in 1998 to develop a 
preschool program for the 
children in their care.  The 
preschool program, which is 
housed in the Children of Hope 
School, has been in operation for 
almost four years now and 
continues to go well.  The staff, 
Cora and Myrna, are fully utilizing 
the three years worth of 
curriculum that has been 

 

“Dreams and Discoveries” was the 
theme for the first quarter of the 
new school year which begins in 
July in the Philippines.  During the 
week that I was there, the 
children were exploring ways  of 
using their imaginations and 
creativity.  They looked at 

paintings of artists and tried their 
hand w ith  water  color s , 
composed music with musical 

instruments and water glasses, did 
puppetry, acted out a story and 
authored a class book.  As usual, I 
enjoyed my time with the 
teachers and children in the 
preschool immensely. 
   
  Continued on page 6 

PLANTING SEEDS OF CREATIVITY AT THE 
CHILDREN’S SHELTER OF CEBU 

By Jan Druckenmiller 

developed, extending it with 
their own ideas and creativity.  
This year the preschool class is 

composed of seven children - all 
boys!  Beltron, Emmanuel, Gill, 
Gerardo, Stephen and John are 
all enthusiastic participants.  
Luke, a special needs child, 
attends each morning and 
benefits from the stimulation 
around him as he sits in his little 
chair in the middle of it all.   
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TOTS AND TRAINING 
 
Creativity extended beyond the 
preschool room to the youngest 
children at CSC and their 
caregivers.  My visits to CSC 
usually include doing a training 
session for the workers who care 
for the infants and toddlers.  The 

topic this time around was “First 
Art for Toddlers and Twos.”  
Fortunately, the Children of Hope 
School was not in session the day 
on which the seminar was 
planned  and we had use of the 
whole school.   The session began 
with a creative thinking exercise 
and a mini lecture on the value of 
art experiences for very young 
children.  The caregivers were 

seated at tables in six groups, 
each table having a collection 
of pipe cleaners, ribbons, 
balloons, tissue paper, paper 
plates, cardboard tubes, and 
various other materials along 
with a roll of tape.  The 
caregivers were given an 
opportunity to stretch their 
imaginations and work together 
in their groups to build a creative 
sculpture.   It was fun to sit back 
and watch the teamwork that 
happened within each group 
and hear the quiet laughter as 

ideas were proposed by team 
members.  When time was up, 
each group proudly displayed 
their creation for the admiration 
of the other groups.   
 
From there, the session moved 
into the courtyard where over 30 

art activities were set up around 
the perimeter.  A “demo” child 
from the homes was provided for 
each group and the groups 
proceeded to rotate through the 
activities.  The children and 
caregivers alike had great fun 
exploring the different materials.  
At one point, I wandered over to 
one of the groups that was 

working at the paper collage 
table.  Their demo child had 
apparently lost interest and 

disappeared to another table.  As 
I approached, the caregivers 
looked up from what they were 
engrossed in and, with sheepish 
grins, said, “Just Aunties here.”  

  Continued on page 7 

PLANTING SEEDS OF CREATIVITY 
Continued from page 5 
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One of the activities that I set up is 
called “green goop” and is simply 
a mixture of cornstarch, water 
and green food coloring.  This 
concoction has the most unusual 
properties in that it feels dry to the 
touch but yet will run off of your 
fingers, dripping like the most 
noxious goo.  I was nervous about 
this activity as I feared it would 
certainly earn me a reputation 
with the caregivers as that 
woman from the U.S. with crazy 
ideas.  To my surprise, this turned 
out to be the most popular 
activity!  There was a constant 
crowd around the green goop 
and everyone had their hands in 
it!  In fact, they liked it so much 
that the caregivers asked Sandy 
S w a n s o n ,  C S C ’ s  C h i l d 
Development Director, if they 
could have the green goop for 
one of their weekly activities for 
the toddlers.   
 
I have sometimes felt discouraged 
in thinking that my trips to Cebu 
and the training sessions are too 
infrequent to have much of an 

impact on helping the workers 
at  CSC understand the 
importance of providing the 
children with stimulation and 
opportunities to explore and 
discover.  I do have in my favor, 
however, the fact that the 
workers at CSC are very 
committed to their jobs and staff 
turnover is infrequent.  As I return 
year after year, the faces remain 
the same, which means that 

there can be effective carry over 
from one training session to the 
next.   Sandy Swanson has also 
been great about implementing 
the ideas and materials that I 
have left with CSC at the end of 
each visit.  During this last training 
session, it was apparent to me 
that the caregivers are really 
beginning to open up and buy 
into the importance of early 
learning opportunities for the 
children.  They are beginning to 
believe in the importance of their 
jobs and that they can indeed 
have an impact on a child’s 
development and make a 
difference for the future.   During 
the training session, I held up a 
painting done by one of CSC’s 
teenagers who is quite artistic.  I 
made the point that this young 
man would never had discovered 
his talent had he not been 
provided the opportunity and 
materials to do so.  As I spoke, it 
was my hope that the caregivers 
would reflect on their own little 
charges, recognizing that they 
have the ability within themselves 
to provide the fertile ground from 
which little artists might bud forth 
in creativity.   
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Our Contributors 
 

Gifts Received from 5/16/02 - 10/31/02 

Jeff & Sarah Cade 
 
Cliff & Becky Cronkleton 
 
John & Jane Phillips 
 
Sam & Becky Hubbert 
 
Jerry & Stephanie Lockie 
 
Billie Warford 
 
OSJ Incorporated/ 
Eric & Julie Rolshoven 
 
Loren & Sandi  
Van Middendorp 
 
Ron & Connie Dyk 
 
Stan & Ann Pietruska 
 
Phil & Cindy Bruckner 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Van 
Dyken 
 
Potts Drilling, Inc./ 
Dave & Carolyn Potts 
 
Duke & JoAnn Brekhus 
 
Mike & Kathy Pollard 

Aid to Orphans in 
Madagascar 

 

George & Eleanor 
Peckham 
 
Darrell Conklin 
 
Selisa Rausch 
 
Suzanne Ward 
 
Ryan Bruckner 
 
DeLoss Taylor Charitable 
Trust 

Rehoboth Children’s 
Homes 

 

Bridger Biomed, Inc. 

General Contributions 

We are so very grateful to the individuals, businesses, and foundations 
whose contributions are making it possible for us reach out to the needy 

children of the world .  Your support has been a great blessing and 
encouragement to us.  Thank you for giving your “sacred portion”. 

Gaston Engineering &  
Surveying/Gerald & Leni 
Gaston 
 
James & Nikki Robbins 
 
Paul & Arlene Wylie 
 
Ben & Charissa Wagner 
 
Stacy Hostetter 
 
Steve & Christie  
Schlumbohm 
 
Ron & Melissa Banta 
 
Andrew & Joleen Peterson 
 
James Noyes 
In Memory of Helen Noyes 
Aunt of Jan Druckenmiller 
 
Dave & Molly Thompson 
 
Bob & Anita Ward 
 
**************************** 

 

A Grateful Thanks also 
goes to those contributors 

who have chosen to  
remain anonymous. 

Kidsave 
 

Steve & Ellen Petrick-
Underwood 
 
Arthur & Elizabeth Darken 
 
Marc & Marykay Yeley 
 
Darrell Conklin 
 
Diane Johnson 
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This past July, 19 orphans ranging 
in age from 4 to 15 years arrived in 
B o z e m an ,  M o nt ana  f r o m 
Kazakhstan for a six week summer 
camp experience.  The children 
came to the U.S. as part of  the 
Kidsave International Summer 
Miracles project.  The Sacred 

Portion Children’s Outreach was 
the sponsoring organization for 
Bozeman’s Kidsave project.  
People in our community 
generously gave from their hearts, 
allowing us to raise close to 
$62,000 to cover the travel and 
other expenses associated with 
bringing these children to our 
community.  A host of volunteers 
helped with fund raising efforts; 
others acted as interpreters during 
the children’s stay; businesses 
reduced fees or donated services 
t o  p r o v i d e  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
opportunities for the children; and 
local doctors and dentists made it 
possible for each child to have a 
medical and dental exam as well 
as vision and hearing screening. 
 
The children returned to their 
home country of Kazakhstan on 

August 8th.  Many of the families 
who hosted children during their 
summer stay have committed to 
adopting those children.  Of 19 
kids who came, 15 now have 
the promise of a forever family.  
Of the four who do not, one 
chose not to be adopted and 

we are still hopeful for the other 
three.  You can see pictures on 
the following pages of those 
children still in need of adoptive 
families.  Since the children’s 
departure, the families have 
been scrambling to complete 
the paperwork requirements to 
adopt from Kazakhstan.  This 
includes a written home study, 
approval letter from Immigration 
and Naturalization Services and 
numerous other documents.  At 
this point, most of the families 
have submitted their paperwork 
and are beginning the waiting 
period until they will be issued an 
invitation to travel to Kazakhstan 
to complete the adoption of 
their child(ren)) in the court 
system there.  The process 
moves slowly as each family’s 
dossier must travel a route 

KIDSAVE SUMMER MIRACLES UPDATE 
through various government 
agencies and embassies both 
within the U.S. and Kazakhstan.   
 
In the meantime, the families 
have been able to keep in touch 
with their children through weekly 
phone calls to the orphanages 
where the children reside.  
Communication is difficult due to 
the language barrier, but the 
important thing is that the children 
hear their adoptive parents’ 
voices and receive assurance 
that they will come as soon as 
they can.   
 
The host/adoptive families are 
getting together on a monthly 
basis to catch up with each other, 
share what their contacts have 
been with their children and lend 
a sympathetic ear to each other’s 
frustrations over the slowness of 
the bureaucratic process.  A big 
thanks goes to the exchange 
students (Andre, Ksenia and 
Ilhom) who attended our October 
meeting and helped the families 
learn to pronounce some Russian 
phrases that will be useful in 
conversing with their children over 
the phone.   Please pray along 
with us that there will not be any 
snags and that the families’ 
paperwork will move through the 
system as quickly as possible.   
 
We plan to bring children to the 
Bozeman area next summer for 
Kidsave Summer Miracles 2003.  
The process of recruiting host 
families and raising funds must 
begin now to assure that 
everything is in order by next 
summer.  If you are interested in 
getting involved in this project in 
some capacity, please call Craig 
and Jan Druckenmiller at (406) 
586-5773 or Mike and Bonnie 
Burgard at (406) 587-6293 
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SUMMER MIRACLES CHILDREN STILL IN NEED OF FAMILIES  
 

The following children who visited our community this past summer are still in need of 
adoptive families.  For more information on these children and the adoption process 

from Kazakhstan, please contact The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach at 586-5773.  
We can put you touch with the families who hosted these children who will be happy 

tell you more about their personalities. 

Arman Dauletov 
Birth date 11-20-95 

 
Arman is a cute, charming child.  He is very smart, 
quite active and needs firm boundaries.  He is 
outgoing and makes new friends easily and likes to 
share.  He likes vehicles of all kinds.  He also enjoys 
playing in the water outside, in the bath tub, and 
doing the dishes.  Initially, he was frightened of 
animals but he progressed substantially in overcoming 
his fear.  Arman needs a family to give him the love 
and attention he has missed.  He needs siblings, 
probably older than himself.   

Gulsum Sartbaeva 
Birth date 5-12-96 

 
Gulsum is a cute, sweet 6 year old girl with a lot 
of energy and a wonderful smile and laughter.  
She was fearful to go with her host family at first, 
but overcame that quickly and began to feel 
quite “at home.”  She is smart and curious and 
likes to figure things out for herself.  She loves 
playing with balls and balloons and also likes to 
swing, jump on the trampoline, draw, sing and 
listen to music.  She has a strong opinion of what 
she likes and does not like and can be strong 
willed, yet also obedient when she firmly knows 
her limits and boundaries.  She is compassionate 
and thoughtful of others and lives to play with 
other children.  She is neat and tidy, always puts 
things in order and is very thorough.  She is 
bright, picked up English quickly this summer and 
adapted well to new people and 
circumstances. 
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Dyman Dyusembekov 
Birth date 12-25-94 

 
Dyman is an energetic 7 year old boy with a lot of 
eagerness and enthusiasm.  He is friendly, enjoys 
laughing and playing and generally gets along 
well with other kids.  Dyman is very independent 
but also likes to be helpful.  He loves jigsaw 
puzzles and swimming.  During his summer visit, he 
picked up English words and phrases very quickly.   
He tends to be mischievous, doing things that he 
knows will get a negative reaction and then 
smiling slyly.  Dyman’s host family commented 
that he did not sit still for long but felt that this was 
probably due to sensory overload in experiencing 
a new culture, new activities, etc.  They saw this 
improve as the summer progressed.    

Igor Batzalai 
Birth date 5-06-97 

 
This little boy was not part of the Kidsave group that 
came to Bozeman.  We came to know of him 
through an acquaintance who spent three years in 
the Ukraine, working closely with orphanages there.  
He has possible cerebral palsy but is a kid just like 
other kids.  He needs lots of love and attention.  
Igor is available for adoption and his paperwork is 
in Kiev.  He is currently residing in the Tulchin Baby 
Nest, an orphanage where he is receiving good 
care.  At the age of four, children are typically 
moved to the older kids’ orphanage.  His stay in the 
Tulchin Baby Nest has been extended in hopes of 
finding a family for him before such a move should 
take place.  Conditions in the big orphanage are 
quite grim and he will no doubt suffer there. 

THE  ADOPTION CONCIERGE 
 
The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach is made up of people having a heart for adoption and a burden 
for those children in need of families.  We are adoption advocates.  Most of us are adoptive parents 
ourselves, thus having the experience and wisdom to guide others.  We know adoption inside out from 
personal experience and stand in a position to act as Adoption Concierges for other families going 
through the process.  We will do this as a free gift of simple service.  We have information packets 
available outlining the first steps that need to be taken, pertinent phone numbers and addresses, articles 
on adoption and a list of helpful resources, including possible sources of financial assistance.  We also 
have a lending library of books on various aspects of adoption.  Please note that The Sacred Portion 
Children’s Outreach is not a child placing agency.  Our information packet contains a listing of adoption 
agencies and guidelines for how to choose an agency.   
 
Taking that first step in deciding to create or add to your family through adoption is the beginning of a 
wonderful journey.  Yet, that journey is not always easy.  The paperwork may feel cumbersome and the 
waiting for a child interminable.  We are available to offer personal coaching through the layers of 
paperwork as well as support and words of encouragement.   
 

To access our ADOPTION CONCIERGE SERVICE, call (406) 586-5773 or e-mail us at sacredportion@imt.net 
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with their older daughter, Milou, 
Mirana was fostered from the time 
she was born by Maholy and his 
wife, Tina.   It was a trying trip for 
Annie and we were all relieved 
when she returned home safely 
with Mirana.  After some 
adjustment to having a baby 
again, the Demeij family is settled 
in and couldn’t be happier with 
their milk chocolate Gerber baby.    
 
While Annie was in Madagascar, 
she was able to visit both 
Tangaina orphanage and 
Miantso Center.  She reported 
that the children looked well and 
the feeding program seems to be 
making a difference in the 
children’s general state of health.  
Annie was also able to check on 
some repair work that had been 
done with AOM funds to one of 
the kitchens and in making the 

cupboards containing the 
children’s clothing more secure  
from theft. 
 
 If you would like to help feed the 
children in Madagascar, please 
make your check out to The 
Sacred Port ion Chi ldren’s 
Outreach with a notation that it is 
for the AOM project.  Thank you! 
 
 

The civil war in Madagascar has 
ended with the good guy 
winning, so to speak.  However, 
that period of turmoil has 
definitely taken a toll on the 
country.  Shortages of fuel drove 

the cost up and food supplies 
became scarce.  Though the 
funds did not stretch as far, AOM 
was able to continue providing 
food to Tangaina orphanage and 
Miantso Center throughout the 
crisis.  Without this assistance, the 
programs would have been in 
dire straits and the children would 
have suffered greatly.   Because 
of the civil war, a number of large 
corporations pulled out of 
Madagascar, closing factories 
and taking with them the jobs 

upon which the people 
depended.  With loss of income, 
many more families will not able 
to continue caring for their 
children and, consequently, the 
numbers of children being 

abandoned to orphanages will 
increase considerably.   
 
Annie Demeij, the director of the 
AOM project is seeking funding 
for this coming year through 
grants and donations.  Maholy, 
the facilitator in Madagascar, 
has located a third facility in 
need of AOM’s assistance.  
Annie is hoping to raise an 
additional $5,000 over the funds 
needed to continue feeding the 
children at Tangaina orphanage 
and Miantso Center in order to 
expand the feeding program to 
this orphanage. 
 
Although the civil war was still 
going on at the time, Annie 
bravely traveled to Madagascar 
in July to complete the adoption 
of their daughter, Mirana.  As 

AID TO ORPHANS IN MADAGASCAR UPDATE 
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OUR JOURNEY TO GALINA 
by Lorene Schmit 

 
My husband, Ken, and I made the decision to adopt in June of 2000 after six 
years of infertility.  We both had a heart for international adoption, but could 
not see how it would be financially possible for us.  In August of 2000, we chose 
to pursue a domestic open adoption of an infant through Catholic Social 
Services.  Our home study was completed in February, 2001, and we were 
approved the next month.  Two months later, in May 2001, we received a 
phone call notifying us that we were one of three couples being considered by 
a birth mother who was due within the next two weeks.  At the end of an 
anxious two weeks of waiting, we were told that the birth mother had chosen 
another family.  This was a difficult time, as Ken and I had underestimated the 
pain of “losing” a child when a referral falls through.  The next ten months 
passed slowly with no more referrals.  I found myself researching both 
international and domestic adoption; reading books and magazine articles on 
both; and browsing photo listings of waiting children I had book-marked on our 
computer. 
 
On Tuesday, March 5th, 2002, Craig Druckenmiller was in the bank where I was 
working and stopped by my desk to ask how things were going.  I told him the 
truth.  My 39th birthday had come and gone, marking one year of waiting, 
there was NO NEWS, and I was struggling.  Then he said the most remarkable 
thing.  “How would you like two little girls, ages 2 and 4?”  I asked what he 
meant and he told me about two little girls who had been adopted from Russia 
and then relinquished by their adoptive mother.  They had been brought to 
Montana and were temporarily residing at Global Ranch in Eureka.  The ranch 
is run by Global Adoption Services, an agency that specializes in finding new 
adoptive families for Russian children whose adoptions have disrupted after 
coming to the U.S.  He suggested I call his wife, Jan, for more information.  For 
some reason, it seemed right to check it out!  I called Jan that afternoon.  She 

gave me all the 
information she had 
and said the director 
of the adoption 
agency was coming 
through Bozeman 
that evening and 
she would be able to 
get more information 
then.  We might 
even be able to 
meet the two girls as 
the director, Joyce, 
planned to have 
them with her.  Jan 
called back that 
same afternoon to 
tell me that Joyce 

was not bringing the two girls with her after all, but she would get photos and 
contact information from Joyce.  When I told Ken about the two little girls that 
night, I was pleasantly surprised that he was open to the idea!  Jan brought the 
envelope of pictures into the bank the next day.  I waited until she left to open 
the envelope, though I’m not sure why.  My heart was pounding and I could 
barely breathe.  The first photo was of two little girls sitting side by side on an 
office chair.  Fair skin, brown hair, and brown eyes.  Recognition echoed in my 
soul.  Then confusion - why did they look familiar?  As I studied their little faces, I 
was touched by the fear showing in their eyes.  It wasn’t until two hours later, 
while at lunch, that it struck me who they reminded me of….ME. 
 
 
           Continued on page 14 

 

WHAT’S NEXT…. 
UGANDA??? 

 
When we started The Sacred 
Portion Children’s Outreach, it 
was our desire that God 
should mold this ministry into 
what He would have it to be.  
He has done just that.  It is a 
ministry that seems to be 
continually evolving as we 
encounter people who share 
our concern for children 
without families.  We believe in 
collaboration rather than 
reinventing the wheel and 
have offered the umbrella of 
our organization to those 
having a passion for a 
particular project.  Annie 
Demeij with AOM was one 
such person.  Recently, Craig 
ran into a long t ime 
acquaintance in the bank, a 
man named Duncan Hill.  In 
the time that had gone by 
since last seeing him, 
Duncan’s heart had been 
drawn to orphans in Uganda.  
Uganda is a country stricken 
by AIDS, threatening to wipe 
out a whole generation.  
Many children have suffered 
the loss of their parents or are 
infected with HIV themselves.  
Duncan’s vision is to build an 
orphanage in Uganda, 
perhaps one of many.   Once 
again, as Duncan discussed 
the need to acquire a non-
profit status, we invited him to 
consider  coming under the 
non-profit umbrella of our 
organization.  He and his wife, 
Susan, accepted our offer.  
Duncan leaves for Uganda in 
November to reconnect with 
the contacts he has made 
there thus far and to look for 
either a building site or a 
facility that has potential for 
renovation.  We are excited to 
see where God takes this and 
what our involvement will be.  
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I took the photos home to show Ken 
and he wasn’t there!  I resisted the 
temptation to wave the envelope in 
his face the moment he walked in the  
door.  Instead, I waited until he asked 
about them.  I was so nervous I 
cleaned out the cat box while he 
looked at the photos.  His first 
comment was how much the girls 
looked like my family.  I remember 
that we were both excited, but fearful 
because this wasn’t what we’d 
planned or prepared for.  Yet, we 
didn’t want to miss one of God’s 
blessings!  We prayed for His 
guidance and felt led to follow 
through on the girls, even though we 
knew so little about them.   
 
We had to wait until Monday to call 
Joyce, the director of Global 
Adoption Services, as she was out of 
the office the rest of the week.  On 
Saturday, we received a call from a 
local birth mom due in four weeks 
who was looking at our profile along 
with several others.  We were 
confused!  We knew we couldn’t 
make a choice.  We prayed 
throughout the weekend, talked it 
over with close friends, and decided 
to leave the matter to God. 
 
Monday arrived.  With hands shaking, 
I made my first call.  We had decided 
it would be to Joyce at Global 
Adoption Services.  Joyce informed 
me that the two girls had already 
been matched with another family.  
In shock, I managed to find out a little 
more information:  The girls’ names 
were Galina, age 4, and Alyona, age 
2.  Born in Siberia, they had lived in an 
orphanage for two years.  The original 
adoptive mom disrupted the 
adoption after four days when she 
realized that she wasn’t equipped to 
care for three children, the two girls 
and her 4 year old adopted daughter 
already at home.  While on the phone 
with Joyce, a social worker with 
Catholic Social Services left a 
message for me to call right away.  I 
did.  She told me that the local birth 
mom had chosen another family.  I 
was heartbroken and confused.  Of 
the two losses, I found that losing the 
two Russian girls hurt more.  Ken and I 
spent the next two months talking and 
searching our hearts.  It became clear 
to us that we really wanted an older 
child.  We decided to contact 

Catholic Social Services and have 
them update our profile to include a 
child up to 5 years old.  We ate at 
Wendy’s one evening so we could 
look through the “Treasure Book” 
photo album of waiting children.  
None seemed right for us.  We 
continued to talk and pray about it.  
  
Then Monday, May 20th, arrived.  I 
was excited about the upcoming 
weekend.  My family was planning 
to meet in Fairmont Hot Springs for a 
family reunion.  I had spent the 
w e e k e n d  m a k i n g  f i n a l 
arrangements.  Then, several things 
happened throughout the morning 
that reminded me once again how 
long we had been waiting for our 
adoption referral.  As I read the 
paper on my lunch break at work, I 
found an article featuring Global 
Adoption Services and their respite 
care ranch for Russian kids.  Well, 
that was the last straw.  I cried out to 
God (silently, of course!) and 
pleaded, “You have my attention!  
What are you telling me?  I will do 
whatever you desire, but please 
show me!”  I composed myself and 
went back to my desk.  Ten minutes 
later, the telephone rang.  It was 
Joyce with Global Adoption 
Services.  The 4 year old Russian girl, 
Galina, was back at Global Ranch.  
The family who had taken the girls 
also had a 5 year old adopted 
daughter and realized they couldn’t 
handle three girls, ages 5, 4, and 3.  
They chose to keep only Alyona.  
Although it meant she would be 
separated from her sister, Joyce felt 
that it was actually in Galina’s best 
interests, emotionally, to be placed 
in a family where she would be the 
only child .  Galina could be placed 
immediately with a family who had 
a completed home study.  Joyce 
explained that this would be 
considered a domestic adoption, as 
the original adoptive mom had paid 
all the international fees.  She also 
explained that, other than some 
respite care reimbursement, all of 
Global Adoption’s agency fees 
would be waived so that Galina 
could be placed quickly.  I told her I 
would talk to Ken that night and call 
her back the next day.  It was really 
happening!  A referral!  A miracle!  It 
was an answer to my prayers!  I 
could hardly wait to talk to Ken!  

That evening we didn’t discuss 
whether or not we wanted her.  That 
was a given.  Instead, we discussed 
when we could pick her up, which 
room to get ready, and hoped we 
could take her with us to the family 
reunion so she could meet everyone.   
 
I called Joyce back the next day 
(Tuesday) and said “Yes!”  We made 
plans to meet in Missoula on Friday to 
pick her up.  Friday!  That was only 
three days away!  Joyce thought 
taking her to our family reunion was 
fine, so the following few days were a 
whirlwind of preparation!  We filled 
out and faxed paperwork to Joyce, 
got a room ready, and, for the first 
time, packed for a child for the 
weekend!  Friends at work lent us a 

car seat and gave me tips on what to 
pack.  They gave us clothes and a 
little red backpack filled with books, 
toys and travel games for Galina.  I 
arranged for time off from work.  We 
made a flurry of phone calls on 
Thursday night to let my parents and 
siblings know what was happening.  I 
loved it!  I got to say the word I had 
dreamed of for so long.  “We’ve had 
a child referred to us for adoption!  
Guess when you get to meet her?  
Tomorrow!” 
 
On Friday, May 24th, Ken and I were 
both nervous and excited.  We were 
so scatter-brained that it was only by 
the grace of God that we got 
everything accomplished and 
headed down the road.  We were 
scheduled to meet Joyce at Hastings 
in Missoula at 2:00 p.m.  We arrived 
early, so we walked around in a few 
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arms.  My friends assured me it would 
happen that way and they were right.  
We learned that God knows our 
hearts better than we do.  We were 
reminded that things always work out 
best when we trust God and His 
timing.  We know that we are not 
perfect - but we are perfectly 
matched.   
 
Lorene Schmit is a proud mother, 
native Montanan, and adoption 
advocate.  She and her husband, 
Ken, have been married and living in 
Bozeman for 10 years.  Lorene is on 
the Board of Directors for The Sacred 
Portion Children’s Outreach.  Lorene 
successfully advocated for adoption 
benefits at work resulting in her former 
employer, First  Security Bank, 
implementing an Adoption Benefit in 
February, 2001.  Lorene is part of our 
Adoption Concierge Service and is 
happy to discuss or answer questions 
on various issues including infertility, 
the adoption process and adoption 
benefits in the workplace.  Please feel 
free to call her at 585-5857.   
 
Global Adoption Services  has a 
unique program of salvaging children 
from disrupted adoptions.  They help 
children to begin again and to find 
the stability and security they so 
desperately need in a family. 
 
Joyce  Sterkel 
Global Adoption Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 790 
Eureka, MT 59917 
(406) 889-3106 
Email: montana@adoptglobal.org 
Web site: www. adoptglobal.org 

stores and then headed over to 
Hastings.  We sat at the window, 
staring out, hoping to catch sight of 
them as they walked across the 
parking lot.  I kept thinking, breathe, 
breathe…then we saw them.  Joyce 
was toting the smallest 4 year old I 
had ever seen.  We met them at the 
door.  Galina wouldn’t even look at 
us.  She would only cover her face 
and cling to Joyce.  We bought her 
juice and a cookie and sat down at a 
table.  Joyce introduced us as 
“Mommy” and “Daddy” and made 
sure I was the one who fed her.  
Galina warmed to us as we visited, 
signed papers and exchanged 
documents.  We agreed to consider 
our first week together as a “trial 
period.”  We would call Joyce over 
the weekend to let her know how it 
was going.  We wrote down a few 
Russian words so we would know 
when Galina was thirsty, hungry, tired, 
or had to go to the bathroom.  Then 
we went for a walk to buy a swimsuit 
and to see how Galina would react 
when Joyce walked away for a few 
minutes.  Amazingly, Galina chatted 
in Russian baby talk and looked at 
swimsuits with us.  Feeling more brave, 
we decided to snap a few pictures 
and then take her to our car.  Joyce 
said she would stick around for at 
least 20 minutes so we could meet 
back at her vehicle if Galina got 
upset.  We loaded Galina’s two 
suitcases in our car, put her in the car 
seat, and settled in the front seat to 
see what would happen next.  She 
seemed frightened, but okay.  
Relieved, we drove off and headed 
down the road to Fairmont Hot 
Springs!  It was like a dream.  I 
remember peeking into the back seat 
every few minutes to make sure she 
was still there.  We made it to the 
hotel and checked in.  We shared a 
suite with my sister and her family for 
the weekend.  What a blessing!  Over 
the next three days I asked them 
every child rearing question I could 
think of to which they graciously 
responded.  Thank God for family!   
 
It was a beautiful, scary, emotional 
weekend.  To everyone else, it was 
the start of a week-long trial period.  
For Ken and I, it was the beginning of 
parenthood.  We were in love.  We 
had been warned about potential 
health and/or developmental 
challenges due to possible fetal 
alcohol exposure.  We had also been 

warned about the possibility of ADD, 
attachment disorder, and other 
health challenges mentioned in her 
Russian medical records.  Somehow, 
none of that mattered anymore.  
We had looked into her eyes, 
hugged and kissed her, and held 
her while she cried herself  to sleep.   
 
The past five months have been a 
dream come true!  Galina has 
made t remendous  progress 
m e n t a l l y ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  a n d 
emotionally.  She is bright,  
inquisitive, and has a wonderful 
sense of humor.  She is growing and 
blooming before our eyes.  
November 24th, 2002, marks the end 
of our six-month waiting period; after 
which we will finalize her adoption.  
 
For us, adoption has been more 
than an experience.  It has been a 
life-changing journey.  We started 
out on our journey with visions of 
formula, bottles, and diapers and 
were fast-forwarded to Oreos, 
Barney, and dress-up clothes!  Along 
the way, we experienced God’s 
love, witnessed miracles, and 
learned much!  We know that God 
has blessed us greatly with Galina.  It 
is humbling to see that He not only 
answered our prayers for a child, but 
fulfilled the deepest desire of my 
heart - international adoption.  We 
know that Galina herself is a miracle, 
as we have seen none of the 
challenges about which we were 
warned.  Another miracle is the 
healing of my broken heart.  Looking 
back, I see that it happened that 
first moment I held Galina in my 

 

Dear God, I thank You for the gift of this child to raise, 
this life to share, this mind to help mold, this body to 
nurture, and this spirit to enrich. 
 
Let me never betray this child’s trust, dampen this child’s 
hope, or discourage this child’s dreams. 
 
Help me dear God to help this precious child become 
all You mean her to be. 
 
Let Your grace and love fall on her like gentle breezes 
and give her inner strength and peace and patience for 
the journey ahead. 
 

Taken from Guide My Feet by Marian Wright Edelman 
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 The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 
 7104 Bristol Lane 
 Bozeman, MT   59715 
 (406) 586-5773 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPCO 
Board of  
Directors 

Craig Druckenmiller, Jan Druckenmiller, Linda Heydon, Rebecca Ruefer, 
Elsa Geist, Sandi Van Middendorp, Lorene Schmit, Ramona Linabary 

 
 Name _________________________________ Address _______________________Phone ___________ 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 
  I would like to support this ministry in the amount of $ ___________ 
 
  r monthly     r quarterly    r annually 

  r general     r special projects  r adoption assistance fund 

OTHER NEEDS   

  r I am interested in serving on the Board of Directors of SPCO. * 

  r I would like to help make teaching materials or with other hands-on tasks. 

  r I am interested in joining a work team on an overseas mission. 

  r I will commit to praying for this ministry.  

Please return to:   
The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 

7104 Bristol Lane 
Bozeman, MT   59715  

e-mail:  sacredportion@imt.net 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach is seeking  to expand its Board of Directors.  This commitment 
 involves attending a two hour meeting approximately every two to three months and some possible time on 
special projects.  If you have a heart for orphans, an interest in adoption issues, or an area of expertise such as 
 grant writing or fund raising, please consider this opportunity to serve.  For more information call 586-5773. 
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