
who had been stricken.  The first 
AIDS case was identified in 
Uganda in 1982.  By 1993 the 
epidemic had reached its peak 
with 10 percent of the population 
of 25 million people being 
infected with the HIV virus. Since 
the inception of the epidemic, 
940,000 HIV/AIDS related deaths 

have occurred and 600,000 
Ugandans are currently living with 
AIDS.  More staggering than these 
numbers, however, are the 
children who have lost a mother   
 
   Continued on page 2 

THE SACRED PORTION  
CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 

A Child Caring Ministry 

“And you  . . . shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household.  And you . . . shall say before 
the Lord your God, I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and have given it to . . . the orphan according to all thy 

commandments which thou hast commanded me . . . I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God.” 
Deuteronomy 26: 11, 12 & 14 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing 
for the needy children of the world 
who are without homes or families.   
 
Formerly known in our community 
as Southwood Child and Family  
Education Center, the organization 
was directly involved for 22 years 
in the development and operation 
of an early childhood program.  In 
1997 the organization passed the 
care and continuation of that 
program into another’s hands and 
the founders, Craig and Jan 
Druckenmiller, turned their hearts 
towards serving a more needy 
population of the world’s children.   
 
The organization, as part of its new 
mission seeks to assist facilities 
that care for orphaned and 
abandoned children in providing 
healthy, secure environments in 
which these children can grow and 
develop as normally as possible.   

The African Pearl 
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Our Mission 

 

In 1908, in his memoirs from his 
Afr ican journey, Winston 
Churchill called Uganda the 
“pearl of Africa”.   He described 
this African state as a “beautiful 
garden”, where the “staple 
food” of the people grows 
almost without labor.  He said, 
“Does it not sound like a 

paradise on earth?”  Little did 
Winston Churchill know that 75 
years later, Uganda would 
become the birthplace of the 
world’s worst plague and its 
fertile ground would become 
filled with the bones of those 



Craig Druckenmiller, President of 
The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach, along with Phil 
Bruckner of Bozeman, Montana 
traveled to Uganda this past 
December.  This trip provided an 
opportunity to become better 
acquainted with the various 
projects that the Uganda 
Orphans Fund has underway 
and to ascertain areas in which 
our organization might be able 
to partner with UOF.   
 
Craig and Phil left Bozeman on 
December 4th, traveling by way 
of Amsterdam and Nairobi to 
meet up with Duncan in the city 
of Kampala, Uganda.  Duncan 
was in Kampala attending a 
Fresh Fire Ministry crusade.  After 
the crusade, Duncan, Phil and 
Craig, along with five other 
people, traveled to Jinja, a city 
located on the Nile River at the 
top of Lake Victoria.   The team 

had the good fortune of staying 
at the Nile River Resort for 
missionary rates which Craig and 
Phil described as beautiful.  
During one of his phone calls 
home, Craig was standing in his 
room at the resort looking out 
over the historical Nile River, 
complete with crocodiles.  He 
commented that never in his 
wildest dreams had he ever 
imagined he would go to Africa.  
It was one of those “pinch me” 
moments.    With its tropical 
climate, Craig found Uganda to 
be very similar to the Philippines 
and recognized much of the 
same vegetation.  The people 

or father or both to this disease.  
The Ministry of Health estimates 
that there are now over 1 million 
orphans in Uganda, the highest 
number of AIDS orphans in the 
world.  In some communities, such 
as Kansansero in southwestern 
Uganda, the entire parental 
generation of 25 to 40 year olds 
has been wiped out.  Every child 
seen in that community is an 
orphan.  There used to be a 
saying that there are no orphans 
in Africa, because they were 
always taken care of by extended 
families.  Yet, when uncles and 
aunts have died as well, the only 
surviving relatives left to care for 
the children are often the 
grandparents.  In many cases, the 
grandparents are too old or 
feeble or don’t have the 
economic means to adequately 
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  o r p h a n e d 
grandchildren.  Thus, many 
orphans are living on their own, 
roaming the streets and alleyways 
in search of sustenance and 
shelter.   It is not uncommon in 
Uganda to find households caring 
for non-relative orphans.  These 
h o u s e h o l d s  w h i c h  h a v e 
expanded to include AIDS 
orphans typically become poorer 
because their resources become 
over-stretched, resulting in less 
food for each household 
member. 
 
The Uganda Orphans Fund, 
founded by Duncan Hill, is one of 
many organizations that are 
responding to the call to help the 
orphans of Uganda.  The Uganda 
Orphans Fund has been 
constructing facilities to house 
and provide for AIDS orphans.  
Previously under the umbrella of 
The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach, the Uganda Orphans 
Fund gained its own non-profit 
status in July, 2003.   Our 
organization has maintained a 
working relationship with the 
Uganda Orphans Fund since then.  

were equally as friendly.  
 
Their first day in Jinja, the team 
traveled to the Bushfire Project 
which is located about 50 miles 
northeast of Jinja.  This is a 35 acre 
site which is being built into a 
multi-purpose compound for the 
people who live in that area.  
Several buildings have already 
been completed including a 
community center that doubles  
as a church and training center 
for families, two orphanages (built 
with support from Uganda 
Orphans Fund), and a latrine.  
Approximately 160 orphans will be 
housed at Bush Fire once it is fully 
functional.  On-going projects 
there include a vocational 
training school, community 
awareness programs, HIV/AIDS 
care and management, a 
support program for widows, 
home visits and spiritual therapy.  
While at Bush Fire, a thanksgiving 
ceremony was held to dedicate 
the facilities and was attended by 
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on-site and make about $1 per 
day plus room and board.  It is 
a clean and well-managed 
baby home filling a crucial 
niche.   A number of the babies 
have AIDS.  JoAnne, one of the 
ladies in the touring group, 
spent an afternoon holding a 
baby who was in his last days.   

Another place that impressed 
Craig was an early education 
center being run by a Ugandan 
woman named Mary.  She had 
used what resources were 
available to her to create a 

very delightful environment 
equipped with learning centers 
and educational materials.   
Craig commented that she was 
like a “Jan” with black skin.  He 
said the appearance of the 
rooms looked like his wife had 
been there doing her early 
childhood thing!   Mary had 

micro-enterprise are expected to 
provide economic upkeep and 
sustainability of the orphanage 
projects over the long term.    
 
In addition to visiting the 
construction s ites for the 
orphanages being built by UOF, 
Craig and Phi l  had the 
opportunity to visit several already 
established orphanages. Agnes’ 
orphanage, which is located near 
Jinja, has a new school on its 
property built by UOF. The 50 to 60 

orphans residing there were well 
behaved and polite and 
presented a singing program for 
their visitors.   Siita Nest Mother’s 
Love Home is located inside Jinja.  
Craig and Phil spent 3 to 4 hours 
“loving up” the 20 to 30 orphans in 
this facility while Duncan and his 
Ugandan assistants hosted a 
Pastor’s luncheon for local clergy 
involved in orphanage ministry 
with UOF.  They played games, 
sang songs, helped the children  
color, and gave them candy and 
gifts.  Craig and Phil were 
exhausted afterwards.  Back at 
the Nile Resort, they relaxed by 
sitting in on an exceptional music/
dance troupe performance that 
w as  g iven  fo r  U gandan 
government ministers staying at 
the resort. 
 
Craig’s favorite orphanage was a 
home for abandoned babies in 
Jinja run by Welcome Home 
Ministries.  This site is home to 53 
babies from infants to older 
babies.  It is co-directed by a 
young French-Canadian woman 
and has 40 staff.  The workers live 

l o c a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l 
government officials.   
 
From Bush Fire, the group went on 
to tour seven other orphanage 
projects over the next few days, 
also being built through the 
support of the Uganda Orphans 

Fund.  These projects  ranged 
from pre-construction to near 
completion.  Each facility costs 
approx imately  $12 ,000 to 
construct and will house 40 to 50 
orphans plus live-in caretakers.  
Construction is of locally-made 
red clay bricks with wooden truss 
roof supports and sheet metal roof 
panels.  Wall are completed with 
stucco and painted.  The Uganda 
Orphans Fund is primarily involved 

in construction but remains 
involved until after the facilities 
become operational. The actual 
operation of each orphanage is 
taken on by a local church in 
Uganda, with the benefit of a 
ready-made staff of very 
dedicated people, including 
widows.   Being church-based 
also provides the orphan homes 
with  stability, durability, viability 
and credibi l ity within the 
communities they serve.  Partner 
organizations, self-sufficiency and 
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empty So, they stocked it with 
100kg of rice and 100kg of beans.  
Phil also bought 25 apples for the 
children for a treat which were a 
big hit.   

Craig and Phil headed back to 
the U.S. on December 17th.  They 
had experienced many new 
things on this trip and had seen a 
great need.  At times they had felt 
overwhelmed by the magnitude 
of that need as people reached 
out to them, satisfied to receive 
even a tidbit of something 
whether it was a hat given away, 
a stuffed toy, a piece of candy, 
an apple.  It is impossible to return 
from a trip like that without your 
heart being sold out to save 
children.  In Uganda, it is a 
generation of children without 
parents that needs saving.  They 
are the  precious pearls of Africa. 

besides their four biological 
children and elderly parents.  In 
spite of their stretched resources, 
they prepared a feast for their 
guests that consisted of posho 
(gelatinized corn meal), sweet 
potatoes, potatoes, beans, 
greens and meat.   

Craig and Phil’s last few days in 
Uganda consisted of planting 50 
assorted shade and fruit trees at 
Bush Fire which proved to be a 

taxing job in the heat.  During a 
prior visit to “Alice’s” orphanage 
in Jinja, they had noticed that 
the walls were quite dingy and 
dirty.  So, armed with 40 liters of 
paint, a roller and some brushes, 
they took on the task of painting 
the orphanage with the help of 
some of the older kids and staff. 
Craig and Phil had also noticed 
that the food pantry was nearly 

started to build a residence for 
children but had run out of funds.  
The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach is considering helping 
her with the finances to finish the 
construction of this facility. 
 
By the 13th of December the 
group was starting to disperse.  
Duncan headed back to the U.S. 
and Craig and Phil went back to 
the Bush Fire project.  They visited 
foster families currently caring for 
children who will enter the Bush 
Fire orphanage, once completed.  
They also visited several villages to 

take measurements of the 
orphans for clothing that will be 
made by seamstress vocational 
trainees at the Shalom Skills 
Training Center located within the 
Bush Fire compound.   Craig 
noticed that everywhere they 
went the children were in dirty, 
tattered rags and there seemed 
to be a real need for clothing.   
 
Craig and Phil attended church 
at the Bulange Community 
Center at Bush Fire and each 
spoke for about 15 minutes during 
the service using an interpreter.  
Afterwards they prayed for the 
children attending the service 
and then had Sunday dinner at 
the home of one of the local 
families.  Henry’s family is caring 
for five “adopted” children 
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Dark wind howls across 
The land pregnant with curses 
What wind is this 
That brings wayward dirges? 
 
The tender fruit falls 
On the ground, premature 
And dark wind sweeps it into  
The gaping wound of earth 
Let branches wave in loneliness 
Ancient boulders bear witness 
The green land is gone 
Scorched with sorrow 
Cold mounds sprout  
In fields fertile with bones 
While renegade souls lie 
In helpless quietude 
The sorrowful drum 
Moans no longer 
 
So when will You deliver 
Tormented spirits from 
This stranded nightmare? 
 
Bring back receding hope 
You who will breathe 
Life into the dry bones 
Bathe the barren fields 
With hallowed fertility 
Make lonely branches sway 
Heavy with tender fruit 
Come at dawn and rebuke 
The dark wind of plague 
Make hast and reveal Yourself 
To the grief-stricken hearts 
Embedded in harrowing ebony 
Let them be healed 
At  the touch of Your hidden hand 
 
Joseph Arimoso, S.J., Zimbabwe 

 
 
 
 

 
  has partnered 

with 
 

To give you the opportunity to make a life altering  
difference for AIDS orphans in Uganda - while at 
the same time you receive a professional service.  

We call this offer “60/Forty”.  Under this offer 
when you choose Great Panes full-service window 
cleaning for your home or business - right off the 

top of the regular, competitive rates: 
 

- 60% goes towards all the expense involved in the service to you 
- 40% goes towards the relief of orphans in Uganda! 

 
Uganda alone has over 1 million orphans of AIDS 

and the number is  
rapidly rising.  The focus of this joint effort is to 
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Children wait in orphanages around the world.  Many of these children are passed by year 
after year, never being adopted  because they are older, part of a sibling group or have a 
special need.  People love to adopt babies but are often afraid of the unknowns and 
challenges they will face if they adopt an older child.  Summer Miracles gives families a 
chance to meet, get to know and, in the best-case scenario, fall in love with a child.   
 
Jane, Joseph and Leonora are a sibling group who are currently living at the Children’s 
Shelter of Cebu, an orphanage in the Philippines.  They came to the shelter five years ago 
and have been waiting for a family ever since.  Through the Summer Miracles program, 
they will have a chance at a new beginning.  We have a family in Bozeman committed to 
hosting them during their summer camp experience.  This family is looking forward to 
meeting Jane, Joseph and Leonora and, if all goes well, is planning to adopt them.  In 
addition to this sibling group, eleven other children from the Philippines will be hosted by 
families in Bozeman  this summer.   
 
Over the past two summers, we have brought a total of 29 children to Bozeman for the 
Summer Miracles program.  Of those children, 15 children are now residing permanently in 
our community with their adoptive families and 6 more children will be home very soon.  We 
are hoping once again for a summer full of miracles and that all of the children coming for 
Summer Miracles 2004 will find permanent, loving families. 
 
 

If you would like to get involved in the Summer Miracles 
program either as a volunteer or future host family,  

contact Jan at (406) 586-5773  
or e-mail us at sacredportion@imt.net  
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MIRACLE MAKERS AUCTION EVENING  
A GREATSUCCESS! 

 
 
Each year that we do the Summer Miracles program, we have to raise the necessary funds to 
cover the cost of the children’s airfare, visas and passports, escorts, medical insurance and other 
expenses related to bringing them to the U.S.  This amounts to as much as $3,000 per child.  
Our main fund raising event is our Miracle Makers Auction Evening which, this year, was held 
on April 2 at the Evangelical Free Church in Bozeman.   We had a great crowd and received 
many positive comments on how wonderful everything was including the decorations, food and 
desserts, background music and the variety and quality of the auction items. Attendees 
commented that they couldn’t believe it wasn’t a catered event.  The credit for this goes to some 
very talented volunteers who made the beautiful food dishes and desserts which were presented 
on the same caliber as a reception in a fancy hotel.    The best part of the evening was that we 
raised $24,000, breaking a record from the previous two years of $18,000 to $19,000!     
 
We wish to extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to all of the Individuals and Businesses 
who generously donated 170+ different items for the auction, Cory Vellinga for giving of his 
time to be our auctioneer,  Gail Heaton & crew for the wonderful food, Kim Mason & 
volunteers for the elegant desserts, Lorene Schmit, Liz Barton & Deb Frain for organizing the 
auction items and process, the Tellers from Local Banks for efficiently manning the cashier 
tables, Carla Miles , Sarah Cade, Kalie Druckenmiller, Tom Brekke and Ryan Johnson for 
entertaining us with their musical talents, Annette Osen, daughters & friends for providing child 
care, Color World Printers and Kwik Kopy for donating a portion of our printing needs, the 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle for donating ad space, KGVW, KGLT & Clear Channel 
Communications for promoting the auction,  Town & Country Warehouse for giving a discount 
on food, Personalize It for providing identification buttons for our host families and volunteers, 
Visser’s Greenhouse for donating plants for our table centerpieces, Cantrell’s for donating 
cakes, Rocky Mountain Roasting Co. for providing coffee, and a host of others who made this 
event possible.  Because of you, MIRACLES will happen this summer!  
 
 

THANK YOU EVERYONE! 

7 



8 

Summer Miracles 2003 
Home From Russia! 

The Hoffman Family 
 

David and Tamys 
Hoffman hosted Maria 

(Masha) during the 
summer of 2003.  They 
finalized their adoption 
in Russia on November 
24, 2003.  Masha joins 
brothers, Andrew and 

Austin and sister, 
Victoria. 

The Schnicke Family 
 

Travis and Leslie Schnicke hosted Alena and Andrey (now Kyla and 
Brian) during the summer of 2003.  They finalized their adoption in 

Russia on September 26, 2003.  Kyla and Brian join siblings  
Conner and Ali.   

The Furniss Family 
 

Dave and Laura Furniss hosted 
Olga during the summer of 2003.  
By the time Olga left at the end of 
the summer program, Dave and 
Laura had committed to 
adopting her.  They knew from 
Olga’s developmental history that 
she had two older brothers living 
in a different orphanage in Russia.  
Even though Olga could be 
adopted separately from her 
brothers, Dave and Laura felt 
compelled to look into whether or 
not the boys could be adopted as 
well.  As it turned out, one of the 
brothers could but the other could 
not due to health issues.  It took a 
bit longer to redo the paperwork 
to include the brother, but Dave 
and Laura finalized their adoption 
of Olga and Aleksei (now Kati and 
Alex) on April 26, 2003. 



Summer Miracles 2002/2003 
Home From Russia & Kazakhstan! 
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The Byrne/Martens Family 
 
Kathleen Byrne and Piet Martens hosted Julia 

and Angelika during the summer of 2003.  They 
finalized their adoption in Russia on November 
11, 2003.  The girls join siblings Devon, Thomas, 

Gabe and Ellie. 

The McHann Family 
 

Stan and Dana McHann hosted sibling group 
Anastasia, Vitaly, Max and Grigory during the summer 
of 2002.  It was 20 months of  paperwork hassles and 

waiting for an invitation to travel, but they finally made 
it!  Their adoption was finalized in Kazakhstan on April 
27, 2003.  Stan and Dana met the children’s Babushka 
(grandmother) who was very much in support of the 

adoption and even attended the court hearing!  Due 
to the required waiting period after court, it will be 

another four weeks before the children are home.  We 
admire the McHann’s perseverance and 

determination to make these children a part of their 
family.  They will join siblings Christopher, Melissa,  

Jason and Justin. 



 

A Portion of Love 
Child Sponsorship Program 

 
Now that it is up and running, the Rehoboth Children’s Home needs to develop a 
support base for the ongoing operation of the Home.  While other types of 
contributions and gifts can be sporadic or seasonal, a sponsorship program provides 
a predictable and consistent income for the Home by which to meet the daily needs of 
the children for food, clothing, and medical care.  In addition to providing a stable 
income base, the sponsorship program is an opportunity for others to become 
involved and have a role in providing love and care that can transform the life of a 
child.  A child sponsor can be an individual or couple, a Sunday School class, youth 
group or civic organization.  Once a sponsor is matched with a child, they will receive 
a description of their child and how he or she came to be at the Rehoboth Children’s 
Home.  Regular updates and pictures will be provided throughout the year.  Sponsors 
will have the opportunity to send letters, cards and small gifts to their sponsored 
child.   
 
The sponsorship amount is $25 per month.  Since it costs more than $25 per month 
to provide for the many needs of a child at the Rehoboth Children’s Home, a 
sponsor’s gifts will be combined with others to form an extended family of support for 
their sponsored child.   
 
If you are interested in becoming a child sponsor through the PORTION OF LOVE 
sponsorship program, please complete the form below and return it to us at the 
Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach. 

Yes, I would like to sponsor a child for $25 per month. 
 
Enclosed find my first payment of 
 $_____________ to cover ______________ months. 
 
I cannot become a sponsor at this time, but I would like to make a contribution of
 $ _____________ . 
 
 
Name (please print):______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________________  E-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
 
Make checks payable  and mail to:  The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 
         7104 Bristol Lane 
         Bozeman, MT 59715 
 

All contributions are tax-deductible 
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Rehoboth Babies Needing Sponsors 
The Rehoboth Children’s Home in Sampaloc, Philippines now has a total of eight babies.  We have 
sponsors for three of the babies , Matthew, Leah and Simon.   We would like to find sponsors for the 

additional five babies, Joel, Yvonne, Hannah Ruth, Stephen and Christopher Albert. 
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Ruth, age 6 months Yvonne, age 6 months 

Christopher Albert, age 2 weeks Stephen, age 5 weeks 

Joel, age 15 months 



Aid to Orphans in Madagascar 

Tangaina Orphanage 
 

Tangaina is an orphanage in 
Madagascar for children over 5 
years old who are without one or 
both parents.  Aid to Orphans in 
Madagascar started a nutritional 
program for the children of 
Tangaina in 2000.  Prior to AOM’s 
assistance, the children at 
Tangaina were mal-nourished and 
reduced to foraging for food as 
the orphanage did not have the 
means to adequately feed them.  
The children now receive daily 
rice as well as meat, vegetables 
and dairy products and have 
flourished as a result.  In addition 
to meeting the nutritional needs 
of the children, AOM has 
expanded its assistance to 
providing school supplies so that 
the children can attend school 
and receive an education - one 
of the keys to breaking the cycle 
of poverty.  New beds and a 
securi ty wal l  around the 
orphanage have been some of 
the renovations undertaken by 
AOM.  AOM has been looking at 
ways to help the Tangaina 
orphanage develop some means 
of self-sufficiency.   Most recently, 
a chicken house has been built 
and the children will participate in  
raising chickens once the school 
year ends. A garden plot has also 

been developed and garden 
seeds provided by AOM.  
 
It has become increasingly 
difficult to rely on grants for the 
continuation of AOM’s activity in 
Madagascar.  Thus, AOM is 
working to establish a donor 
base to sponsor the children.  A 
child sponsorship program 
provide reliable, steady and 
uninterrupted support for the 
children.  In addition, being 
matched to a sponsor benefits a 
child by knowing that someone 
out there  is aware of and cares 
about them.  AOM’s goal is to 
find sponsors for each of the 35 
children residing at Tangaina 
orphanage.  A sponsorship of 
$30 per month ensures daily 
nutritious food, an education 
and clothing for a child.   You 
can read more about a few of 
the children at Tangaina who 
need sponsors on the adjoining 
page.  If you would like more 
information about sponsoring a 
child, please contact Annie 
Demeij, founder and director of 
AOM at: 
 

Aid to Orphans in Madagascar 
   13670 Lone Bear Road 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3012 

Miantso Center 
 

AOM’s continues its nutrition 
program for children at the 
Miantso Center.  Miantso is a 
feeding center where hungry 
children can get a meal twice a  
week provided by AOM.  Mothers 
also come to the center for 
nutrition education.  AOM began 
a training program last October at 
Miantso Center to teach women 
to sew.  By having a marketable 
skill, the mothers can better 
support their children and send 
them to school.  Three sewing 
machines plus all of the 
accessories related to sewing 
were donated.  A trainer was 
engaged to teach the women.  
The training class took place five 
days a week every afternoon for 
one and a half months.  Out of 24 
mothers who received the sewing 
training, seven have now found 
permanent work using their new 
skills.  Unfortunately, the sewing 
program at Miantso Center has 
been temporarily put on hold due 
to lack of additional funding. 

 
AOM has received a $2,500 grant 
from Jade Tree Foundation for the 
development of farm projects that will 
help to support the orphanage at 
Akany Avoko. 
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A Few of the Tangaina Orphans 
Needing Sponsors 

Ravoahangilalao Miora Angela 
 

Fatherless and motherless at eight years old, Miora is 
now 10 years old.  She was very sad and distressed 
when she first arrived at Tangaina orphanage.  She is 
not thriving in school and participating with her new 
“family” at the orphanage.  Sponsorship will allow Miora 
to be taken care of in a stable situation while attending 
secondary school.  Her favorite subject at school is 
natural science.  She dreams of growing up to be a 
doctor.  Support for an education while living at 
Tangaina is her alternative to working as a domestic for 
the rest of her life, which is the fate of uneducated 
orphans in Madagascar. 

Herinianina 
 

Heriniaina is 15 years old.  His father died when he was 7 
years old.  As a poor jobless widow, his mother could not 
house or support Heriniaina or his two younger brothers.  
Heriniaina says that his mother comes very often to see 
her children at the orphanage.  As a student in 
secondary school, Heriniaina would like to be an 
accountant or an administrator.  He is interested in 
learning about the computer.  He loves drawing and 
playing basketball. 

Razafiarinivo Fenosoa 
 

Fatherless and motherless at the age of four, Fenosoa is 
now 12 years old.  She comes from a poorer quarter of 
Antananarivo city.  She has two sisters at Tangaina 
orphanage.  They were brought to Tangaina eight years 
ago and have not received any family support.  
Fenosoa would like to be a teacher in a secondary 
school.  She helps by tutoring and guiding her 
roommates at the orphanage.  She also wants to learn 
farming techniques to be able to raise her own food.  At 
school her favorite subjects are natural science and 
drawing.  In her free time she likes to sew and play 
soccer and basketball. 

Andriantsoa Nirina Finaritra 
 

Nirina is one of Heriniaina’s brothers.  Nirina is 14 years 
old and has lived at Tangaina orphanage since he was 
six.  He is a student in secondary school.  His favorite 
subjects are mathematics and physical chemistry.  He 
would like to be a teacher in these subjects.  Nirina is 
also interested in learning carpentry and furniture 
building.  Someday AOM hopes to provide some tools 
so that the interested children can leave Tangaina with 
a trade to support themselves beyond the very meager 
jobs available to uneducated orphans. 
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It all began a couple of years prior 
to our adopting two precious girls 
that God began preparing our 
hearts.  While working for Youth for 
Christ in Anchorage, Alaska, I was 
introduced to a fellow employee 
named Rick Meunier.  He and his 
wife, Suzanne, had adopted four 
girls from Russia.  As we became 
better acquainted with this 
couple, we came to realize their 
heart for God and grew to love 
both them and their daughters! 
 
It was during this time that God 
began to work on our hearts and 
started opening our minds to the 
thought of adoption.  I attended 
an adoption seminar with 
Suzanne and Rick.  One of the 
things that I still remember from 
that night was the speaker telling 
us that if finances were the only 
thing stopping us from adopting, 
we shouldn’t let that get in the 
way.  She went on to say that if 
God wanted a person to consider 
adoption, He would make it 
possible and provide a way to 
obtain the needed funds. 
 
My husband, Ted, and I knew the 
amount of money we made as an 
average household, and it felt so 
overwhelming to consider an 
overseas adoption!  However, we 
fully trusted God and decided to 
step out in faith, knowing that if it 
was His will, He would bring it to 
pass.  We began to simplify our 
lives in preparation for losing my 
income so that I could stay at 
home with our future children.  
Ted and I sold our first home and 
bought a duplex.  This became a 
great source of income for us as 
we lived on one side and 
collected rent on the other side, 
thus covering our total monthly 
mortgage.  We also sold our 
vehicles in exchange for less 

expensive models 
and ones that were 
more family-oriented.  
Since we lacked 
money to pay for the 
cost of adoption and 
travel to Russia, we 
considered a few 
things we thought we 
could do to come up 
with the money.  We 
even discussed the 
possibility of cashing 
in our IRA to help 
cover costs. 
 
I still remember the 
doubts that kept 
flooding our minds, 
and we asked some 
of our friends, “How 
do we know if this is 
God’s will?”  They 
replied with words similar to 
this…”You are moving forward in 
His will.” Then the very 
unbelievable, unthinkable and 
unimaginable happened.  It’s 
one of those things that quite 
simply can’t be explained 
outside of God’s mercy and 
grace. 
 
We became close to the Gates, 
a family in our church.  One day 
we were thrilled to be invited to 
their home for a meal.  While we 
were there, the talk turned to 
our possible adoption.  They 
asked us if the only thing 
stopping us was money to which 
we replied, “Yes”!  They then 
took that opportunity to deliver 
the shocker of a lifetime!  They 
told us that they had a relative 
who might be willing to help us 
finance the adoption!!!  While 
we tried to pick our jaws up off 
the floor and come up with 
something intelligible to say, they 
continued to tell us that their 

“Aunt Lucy” would probably want 
to pay for the whole thing.  We 
tried not to get excited, but we 
tripped over our words as we tried 
to get our paralyzed minds in gear 
again.  This just could not be 
happening to us, could it? 
 
But happen it did and, within a 
matter of a few weeks, we found 
ourselves holding a check for 
$20,000!!  Several months later, we 
were able to bring home two 
sisters, Anya and Nikita and they 
have been an  immense blessing 
to us, our extended families, and 
to many, many people around us 
who have been able to see God’s 
miraculous provision! 
 
It seems that we had many 
confirmations during the waiting 
process, including a Bible verse 
that came up on a desk calendar 
of mine during the time we were 
waiting to travel back to Russia to 
get our girls.  Psalm 146:9 (NLT) 
reads “The LORD protects the 

God’s Miraculous Provision 
By Marilee Cornforth 

14 



foreigners among us.  He cares for the orphans and widows…” 
 
We continue to be amazed and in awe of what God has done for us, and are thrilled to share the story of how 
God used the Gates family and their Aunt Lucy to bless us!  We hope that this is an encouragement to others 
who may be considering adoption but for whom finances are an obstacle.  If you feel that God is leading you 
to adopt, our message is to not give up, but know that He will provide a way.  Your story may look completely 
different from ours, but consider the majesty of God and know that He will choose the path that will give Him 
the most glory. 
 
One update on our lives...shortly after arriving home from Russia over two years ago, we found out we were 
pregnant so we now have three precious girls, all acquired within in a short 7 months - whew!  Also, our family 
felt the hand of God leading us last year to Bozeman through numerous other blessings.  We now have 
happily settled in the Valley, where we continue to be amazed by the beauty of our surroundings and of the 
people God continues to weave into our lives.  All praise be to Him for his unspeakable gifts! 

When Ted and Marilee Cornforth first began attending our little church in Anchorage, Alaska, they were a big 
hit!  Ted was one of those zany, rabble-rousing kind of guys who was always up front encouraging us all to 
come to the chili feed, harvest festival or sweetheart banquet.  He was the man wearing the hot dog hat to 
promote the men’s Monday night football.  Attendance at church events soared during the Cornforths’ years!  
Marilee, with her quiet, knowing smile, looked on with vicarious delight.  Ted wormed his way into my family’s 
heart by faithfully attending our son’s high school basketball games.  At church on Sundays, Ted would always 
tease our Tyler about missed baskets or lopsided scores.  Tyler teased back, all the while basking in the 
attention of this funny, outrageous, kind man who didn’t have to go to his games, but did. 
 
When Ted and Marilee first came to our house for dinner, we enjoyed having them all to ourselves for once, 
and had the opportunity to get to know them more personally.  It didn’t take long to discover that they were 
definitely parents who had yet to receive their children!  They had talked with us about their great desire to 
adopt, not just one, but perhaps several children from Russia.  Their only hold up was finances including the 
expense of the two required trips to Russia. 
 
While all this was happening in Anchorage, a relative of mine, Lucy, from Alabama was feeling a definite call 
to reach out in a tangible way to orphaned children.  Her limitation was not finances, but health.  As a single 
woman in her fifties and dealing daily with painful chronic illness, bringing young children into her home to live 
seemed a bit overwhelming.  It occurred to me that God had placed me on the perfect “perch” to observe 
both the desire and readiness of the Cornforths to adopt, and the ability of my relative to facilitate.  I called 
Lucy, told her about the Cornforths, and asked her how she would feel about helping with their adoption 
expenses.  She was thrilled to do it!  It seemed like God’s perfect provision, and an incredible adventure for all 
of us.   
      
It was then my blessed privilege to ask the Cornforths out to another dinner and drop a very unexpected 
bombshell on them.  Someone they had never met, or even heard of, wanted to give them the needed 
money to go get their children right now!  They seemed dumbfounded with the news.  Even Ted was, for 
once, speechless! 
 
We were all so blessed to be a part of this adoption process!  Ted and Marilee came home with two precious 
Russian girls.  Practically the entire church showed up that night at the airport.  We got to watch as the girls 
smiled and waved at us, then hugged and kissed their new grandparents.  Everyone in that terminal was 
blessed that night, and felt the hand of God on them.  We got to watch Ted and Marilee adjust to sudden 
and profound parenthood, which they did with seemingly effortless grace.  The church rallied around them.   
 
                   Continued on page 16 
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Their adoption was  a part of us all, and we were so eager to 
help teach the girls Bible stories and Christmas carols.  We 
cried through their dedication service, rejoiced through their 
first children’s Christmas program, and laughed at their 
charming antics.  The blessing didn’t stop there.  My relative, 
far away in Alabama, became a beloved member of the 
Cornforth family.  She is blessed by children who now call her 
“Aunt Lucy” and regularly send her pictures of their lives’ 
precious moments.  She can look at those sweet faces and at 
the faces of their adoring parents and realize that she has 
been used of God in a wonderful way.  She has faithfully used 
the resources given to her to help provide a Christ-centered 
home for two of His precious lambs.  She has brought children 
into the hearts of Ted and Marilee, their parents and family, 
their church family, and certainly into her own heart.  I often 
think back to those days and wonder how different it would 
have been had the Cornforths been able to simply withdraw 
enough of their own money from the bank and head for 
Russia.  The girls, Anya and Nikita Cornforth would still have their wonderful parents, but the rest of us would not 
have been privileged to be on the perfect “perch” to see the miraculous hand of God at work.  
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ADOPTION ASSISTANCE FUND 
 

Some people have a God-given desire in their heart to adopt a child but do not have the financial 
resources to do so.  Others may not have the desire or feel called to adopt but have the financial 
resources to help facilitate an adoption for another family.  Our Adoption Assistance Fund provides a 
mechanism to match up the funds with the families.  To date, we have been able to provide financial 
assistance in the form of interest-free loans and grants to five families.  Adoption can be expensive, costing 
anywhere from $10,000 to $30,000. Most families will be able to take advantage of the $10,000 adoption 
tax credit in the tax year following when their adoption is finalized.  The difficulty can be, however, in 
coming up with the funds to pay for their adoption expenses as the family goes through the process 
leading up to that finalization.  The Adoption Assistance Fund provides interest-free loans to families to help 
them front the cost of their adoption.  As families receive the benefit of the tax credit the loans are paid 
back, and the money can then be given to help other families.  In this regard, the Adoption Assistance 
Fund becomes a self-replenishing fund.    Some families, however, do not pay enough income tax to 
benefit from the tax credit.  For those families, grants are a more appropriate form of assistance.  For 
families who may receive some, but not the full benefit of the adoption tax credit, a combination of a 
grant and loan is a solution.   
 
We feel very blessed to have received a substantial gift in 2003 of $52,000 which allowed us to begin 
providing adoption assistance to families.  However, our goal is to double the size of the fund by another 
$50,000 in order that we can help more families.  We are looking for contributions from individuals, 
businesses, corporations and foundation to help us reach this goal.  If you would like to make a 
contribution to the Adoption Assistance Fund, please send your check made payable to: 
 
The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 
7104 Bristol Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Please make a notation on your check that it is 
for Adoption Assistance.   We will provide you 
with a tax-deductible receipt.  THANK YOU! 



 

Dave & Molly Thompson 
 
Joe & Alyssa Nardinger 
 
Gaston Engineering &  
Surveying 
 
Barbara Burgoon 
 
Jeff & Sarah Cade 
 
John & Harriet Tamminga 
 
Timothy McDermott &  
Martha Chaverra 
 
Sheldon Mckamey 
 
Ron & Melissa Banta 
 
Phil & Cindy Bruckner 
 
Bozeman TV & Appliance 
 
Van & Mary Feldner 
 
Charles & Karen White 
 
Steve & Christie  
Schlumbohm 

General Contributions 

It is only through the faithful support of people like you that we are able to respond 
to God’s exhortation to vindicate the orphans of this world by providing what they 
need and deserve.  Thank you for believing in the worth of these children and for 

putting aside a “sacred portion”, a gift from your heart that will help to sustain, 
rescue and bring restoration to innocent lives.   

Michael & Kathy McKenna 
 
Paul Heymann 
 
Robert & Mary Dewit 
 
Danielle Frost 
 
Mike & Kathleen Pollard 
 
Bethel’s Afternoon  
Fellowship Circle 
 
Brian & Betty Smithgall 
 
Otten Foundation 
 
Dr. Thomas & Sandra Tursich 
 
Anne Lucille Middel 
(In honor of Harriet & John 
Tamminga) 
 
Robin Zetzer & Steve  
Fladhammer 

 
David & Mary Siewert 
 
William & Shirley Rolshoven 
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Fred & Jan Schweitzer 
 
Charles & Carol  
Kankelborg 
 
Bridger Biomed, Inc. 
 
Robert & Elizabeth  
Thompson 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger  
VanDyken 
 
Mary Karen Grande 
 
Nikki & James Robbins 
 
Jeff & Pam Thompson 
 
Evangelical Free Church  
 
Harriet & John Tamminga 
 
Traeger Family Limited 
Partnership 
 
A Grateful Thanks also goes 
to those contributors who 
have chosen to remain 
anonymous. 

 

Our Contributors 
Gifts Received from 9/27/03 - 5/5/04 



 

 
 
 
 

Tim & Mary Barnard/
Barnard Construction 
 
Big Sky Insulation, Inc. 
 
Richard & Deborah  
Blackburn 
 
Jim & Renee Hogin/ 
Hogin Machine 
 
Danielle Frost 
 
Steve & Kris VanDyken 
 
Steve & Linda Ough 
 
Christian Center 
 
Cashman Nursery 
 
Bogen’s Auto Laundry 
 
Atsco, Inc. 
 
Bridger Biomed, Inc. 
 
Terry & Laura  
Cunningham 
 
Danhof Chevrolet, Inc. 
 

Brad & Mary Bunkers 
 
Pat & Jamie Darbro 
 
Nancy Evans 
 
Lance & Elaine Casey 
 
Dell & Holly Fuller 
 
Mike & Kathleen Pollard 
 
Terrence & Diane Devine/
Paradise Valley KOA 
 
Jesse & Barbara Willis 
 
Target Stores 
 
Ron & Karla Edwards 
 
Bill & Ann Cole/
Charitable Gift Fund 
 
Duane Bjelland 
 
Alex & Sue Hudak 
 
Gary & Harmina Dykstra 
 
Arlin’s Aircraft Service,Inc. 

 

Darrell Conklin 
 
John & Jane Phillips 
 
Clayton & Gail Wells 
 
Muriel Koenes 
 
Scott Stenquist 
 
Mike & Carol Coleman/
Coleman Charitable Trust 
 
Kevin & Karina Yager 
 
Duane & Debbie Bjelland 
 
Alex & Sue Hudak 
 
Judith Worley 
 
Mattress Mill 
 
Timothy & Joan Van Natta 
 
Ladd D. Rutherford, M.D. 
 
 
 

18 

Thank You for Helping to Bring  
Children and Families Together! 

Kidsave Summer Miracles 
Financial Contributors 

Gifts Received from 9/27/03-5/5/04 



 

Child Sponsorship 
 

Jerry & Shawn Cole 
 
Jeff & Wendy Brown 
 
Jeff VanDyken 
 
Steve Gipe & P. Baird Godvin 
 
Steve & Betty Hansen 
 
Eleanor Alexander 
 
Douglas & Susan Mavor 
 
David McCartney 

Rehoboth’s 
Children’s Home 

 
Coleman Charitable Trust 
 
Daniel & Alice Nice 
 
Bridger Biomed, Inc. 

Uganda Orphans Fund 
 

JoAnne Watson 
 
Interior Dimensions 
 
John & Diane Kramer 
 
Duncan & Susan Hill 
 
Phil Bruckner 

Aid to Orphans in 
Madagascar 

 
George & Eleanor Peckham 
 
Hobart & Martha Collins 
 
James & Marie Mitchell 
 
Coleman Charitable Trust 
 
Paula Schmidt 
 
Darrell Conklin 
 
Mary Ackerman 
 
Peter Zemlock & Barbara 
Killoren 
 
George & Flo Kimmerling 
 
Robin Houston &  
Pamela Poon 
 
Douglas & Margret Elson 
 
Annie & Joop De Meij 
 
Jadetree Foundation 
 
Archibald Alexander 
 
George Sarri & Anne 
Trygstad 
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In Memory of  
Rosalie Johnson 

Given for Adoption Assistance 
 

WJ & SA Teichmer 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd  
Wharlton  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Koski 
 
Kimron & Daryl Torgerson 
 
Myrtle Victory 
 

Adoption Assistance 
 
Sandy & Joan Ferraro 
 
Simkins-Hallin, Inc. 
 
Dennis & Connie Schnicke 
 
Rick Hueser 
 
Timothy Inman/Bridger  
Garage Door Co. 
 
Darrell Conklin 
 
Michelle Oakland  
 
Kenneth & Kathleen Conger 
 
William & Donna Hawley 
 
Gary & Carolyn Schnicke 
 
John & Geraldine Holland 
 
Rocky Mountain Bank 
 
Kathleen Gallaher 
 
Stanley Brashears 
 
Welding & Machine, Inc. 
 
Crown Plumbing & Heating 
 
Michael Thiesen 
 
Paul & Louise Uithoven 
 
Richard & Pat Jagger 
 
Donald & Lorinda Brewer 
 
Len & Cindy Ramsey 
 
Steve & Kris VanDyken 
 
Eric Wandishin 

 
Rita Minx 
 
Max & Mary Grengs/
Compumaxx 
 
Valley Glass & Windows, Inc. 
 
 

Our Contributors 
Gifts Received from 9/27/03—5/5/04 



 
 
 The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 
 7104 Bristol Lane 
 Bozeman, MT   59715 
 (406) 586-5773 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPCO 
Board of  
Directors 

Craig Druckenmiller, Jan Druckenmiller, Linda Heydon, Rebecca Ruefer, 
Elsa Geist, Sandi Van Middendorp, Lorene Schmit, Ramona Linabary,  

Jeff VanDyken 

 
 Name _________________________________ Address _______________________Phone ___________ 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 
  I would like to support this ministry in the amount of $ ___________ 
 
  r monthly     r quarterly    r annually 

  r general     r special projects  r adoption assistance fund 

OTHER NEEDS   

  r I am interested in serving on the Board of Directors of SPCO. * 

  r I would like to help make teaching materials or with other hands-on tasks. 

  r I am interested in joining a work team on an overseas mission. 

  r I will commit to praying for this ministry.  

Please return to:   
The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 

7104 Bristol Lane 
Bozeman, MT   59715  

e-mail:  sacredportion@imt.net 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach is seeking  to expand its Board of Directors.  This commitment 
 involves attending a two hour meeting approximately every two to three months and some possible time on 
special projects.  If you have a heart for orphans, an interest in adoption issues, or an area of expertise such as 
 grant writing or fund raising, please consider this opportunity to serve.  For more information call 586-5773. 
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