
THE SACRED PORTION  
CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 

A Child Caring Ministry 

“And you  . . . shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household.  And you . . . shall say before 
the Lord your God, I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and have given it to . . . the orphan according to all thy 

commandments which thou hast commanded me . . . I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God.” 
Deuteronomy 26: 11, 12 & 14 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 
Outreach is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing 
for the needy children of the world 
who are without homes or families.   
 
Formerly known in our community 
as Southwood Child and Family  
Education Center, the organization 
was directly involved for 22 years 
in the development and operation 
of an early childhood program.  In 
1997 the organization passed the 
care and continuation of that 
program into another’s hands and 
the founders, Craig and Jan 
Druckenmiller, turned their hearts 
towards serving a more needy 
population of the world’s children.   
 
The organization, as part of its new 
mission seeks to assist facilities 
that care for orphaned and 
abandoned children in providing 
healthy, secure environments in 
which these children can grow and 
develop as normally as possible.   

KAZAKHSTAN ORPHANS ARRIVE  
IN MONTANA!  

  Summer 2002                                                                                                                                                                               

Our Mission 

 

On July 10 at 12:11 p.m., 44 
hours after leaving their home 
country of Kazakhstan, 17 
weary orphans ranging in age 
from 4 to 14 years old 
disembarked from a plane in 
B o z e m a n ,  M o n t a n a .  
Scheduled to arrive the 
evening before, they had 

spent the night in the Salt 
Lake City airport.  Their flight 
from New York was several 
hours late in leaving, causing 
them to miss their connection 
to Bozeman.  Concerned 
about a group of children 

with 2 escorts (none of whom 
spoke a word of English) being 
stranded in the Salt Lake City 
airport, we frantically made 
phone calls to try to track 
them down.  Finally, at 12:30 
a.m., we received assurance 
that the children and escorts 
were together in a room in the 

airport with an interpreter, had 
been fed and were bedded 
down for the night with 
blankets and pillows.   
 
 
  Continued on page 2 
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As we strained our necks 12 
hours later at Gallatin Field to 
watch the passengers deplane, 
we were relieved to spot a 
mass of red t-shirts with the 

Kidsave emblem coming 
through the door.  The 
children were each handed an 
American flag and a back pack 
put together by people in the 
community.  The back packs 
were filled with a few 
n e c e s s i t i e s  s u c h  a s 
toothbrushes as well as 
delightful surprises.    
 
After making a beeline to the 
restroom, the children were 

introduced to their host 
families with the help of 
interpreters.  There were a 
few tears and uncertainties in 
meeting their host families 
for the first time, but the 
escorts assured the children 
that they would be fine.  
Everyone then headed home 
for some rest before 
convening in the evening for 
a potluck.   
 
One of the first tasks was to 
get the children outfitted 
with clothing, as they 
basically came with only the 
clothing on their back.  
Nancy Johnson of the 

Evangelical Free Church in 
Bozeman orchestrated a 
clothing exchange which was 
held on Friday, July 12th.  
Volumes of clothing were 
donated for this cause. The 
host families were able to find 
clothing appropriate for the 
size and gender of their 
children.  The older kids had 
fun “shopping” and picking out 
their own wardrobe. 
 
The first week was filled with 
challenges as the children 
recovered from jet lag and 
adjusted to their new 
surroundings.  A sibling group 
of four contracted strep throat 
as well as one of the escorts.  
As to be expected, there were 
a few melt downs by children 
feeling overwhelmed by all of 
the new stimuli or feeling a 
need to test to see where the 
boundaries were.    
 
“Papa” and “Mama” are generic 
terms used by institutionalized 
children for adult care givers.   
Within that first week those 
words began to take on a 

deeper meaning as the 
ch i ldren  we re  a l ready 
beginning to bond with their 
host families.  Arms around 
each other in church, walking 
hand in hand, hugs and kisses 
were all a testament to how 
God’s love transcends the 
biological boundaries of 
parenthood. 
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 The children are being kept 
busy during their six week stay 
with day camp activities, 
swimming lessons and 
gymnastics.  Day outings so 
far have included a trip to 
Mammoth Hot Springs, the 
County Fair and Palisade Falls.  
A float trip on the Madison 
River, an excursion to Lewis 

and Clark Caverns and a day of 
swimming and boating at 
Ennis Lake are also on the 
calendar.   
 
The escorts, Alma and Lilia 
have been rotating among the 
host families, spending a 
minimum of two days in each 
family’s home. 

In addition to keeping the 
children entertained, the host 
families have been busy with 
m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l 
appointments.  The physicians 
at the Bozeman Clinic have 

graciously donated their 
services in giving each of the 
children a routine physical 
exam.  Each child will also 
have a dental exam thanks to 
a number of dentists in the 
community.  Wal-Mart has 
provided vision screening 
and hearing screening has 
been provided through Big 
Sky Ear, Nose and Throat.  A 
total of nearly $4,000 in 
medical services have been 
donated for these children. 
 
Some families have already 
made the commitment to 
adopt the children they are 
hosting.  Other families are 
act ing as  advocates , 

introducing their host 
children to people in the 
community and inviting 
potential adoptive families to 
our weekly potlucks.  By the 
time the children get on the 
plane to return to Kazakhstan 
on August 18th, our hope 
and prayer is that each one 
will have the promise of an 
adoptive family. Those 
families will complete the 
necessary paperwork and 
travel to Kazakhstan to bring 
their children home for good, 
hopefully before the end of 
the year.  
 
We are already looking ahead 
to next summer and will be 
having a food concession 
booth at the Sweet Pea 
Festival in Bozeman to raise 
seed money for Kidsave 
Summer Miracles 2003.   

Because of You... 
 
As you turn the following 
pages of this newsletter and 
see the images of the 
Kazakhstan children and their 
host families, please know that 
it is because of you that they 
are here in Bozeman, Montana.  
We were able to raise more 
than $62,000 for this project 
which was more than we ever 
conceived.  We thank you for 
donating so generously and 
for all of the volunteer effort 
that has been devoted to the 
Kidsave project. As the 
children’s time here unfolds,  
that selflessness continues 
with people  in our community 
acting as interpreters, helping 
with transportation to and 
from activities and, most 
importantly, praying for the 
children and their host 
families.  Bless you all! 

 

A Grateful Thanks to 
the Following People 

for Donating or 
Discounting Their 
Services to the 
Children From 
Kazakhstan: 

 
Wal-Mart for providing 

vision screening 
 
Lone Mountain Gymnastics 

 
Barbara Mutter’s  
Swim Program  

 

Physicians: 
 
Dr. Ramsey 
Dr. Hoffman 
Dr. Benda 
Dr.Sonnenberg 
Dr. 
McLaughlin 
Dr. Feist 
 
Big Sky ENT: 

Dentists: 
 
Dr. Kirkland 
Dr. Carson 
Dr. Stienmetz 
Dr. Fraser 
Dr. Langford 
Dr. Coleman 
Dr. Spainhower 
Dr. Kirkland 
Dr. Monson 
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OUR HOST FAMILIES & CHILDREN 

Aigerim, age 11 & Aidar, age 8 
being hosted by George and Debbie Haynes, 

adoptive family 

Arman, age 6  
being hosted by 

Carrie Walks, 
advocate family 

Elena and Victoria,  
15 year twins  

being hosted by Janet Sedgley,  
adoptive family 
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OUR HOST FAMILIES & CHILDREN 

Erlan, age 4 
being hosted by 
Jeff and Wendy 

Brown,  
advocate family 

Dyman, age 7 
being hosted by 
Eric and Shawna 

Donaldson, 
adoptive family 

Erlan, age 5  
being hosted by Maureen Bowman,  

adoptive family 
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OUR HOST FAMILIES & CHILDREN 

Anastasia, age 13, Vitaly, age 12,  
Maxim, age 9 & Grigory, age 6  
being hosted by the McHanns,  

adoptive family 

Gulsum, age 6  
being hosted by the Devines, 

advocate family 
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OUR HOST FAMILIES & CHILDREN 

Aigul, age 12, Asel, age 11 & Bakhutstan, age 8  
being hosted by the Burgards,  

adoptive family 

Alia, age 14  
being hosted by the Burgards, 

but in need of an  
adoptive family 

Soon to arrive in 
Bozeman… 

Alexander and Anatoly 
Romanchov,  

ages 10 and 16  
being hosted by  

Dan & Suzanne Wilson, 
advocate family 
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 The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 
 7104 Bristol Lane 
 Bozeman, MT   59715 
 (406) 586-5773 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPCO 
Board of  
Directors 

Craig Druckenmiller, Jan Druckenmiller, Linda Heydon, Rebecca Ruefer, 
Elsa Geist, Sandi Van Middendorp, Lorene Schmit 

 
 Name _________________________________ Address _______________________Phone ___________ 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 
  I would like to support this ministry in the amount of $ ___________ 
 
  r monthly     r quarterly    r annually 

  r general     r special projects  r adoption assistance fund 

OTHER NEEDS   

  r I am interested in serving on the Board of Directors of SPCO. * 

  r I would like to help make teaching materials or with other hands-on tasks. 

  r I am interested in joining a work team on an overseas mission. 

  r I will commit to praying for this ministry.  

Please return to:   
The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach 

7104 Bristol Lane 
Bozeman, MT   59715  

e-mail:  sacredportion@imt.net 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach is seeking  to expand its Board of Directors.  This commitment 
 involves attending a two hour meeting approximately every two to three months and some possible time on 
special projects.  If you have a heart for orphans, an interest in adoption issues, or an area of expertise such as 
 grant writing or fund raising, please consider this opportunity to serve.  For more information call 586-5773. 
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