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“And you...shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household. And you...shall say before the
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Our Mission

The Smiles of Success
By Jan Druckenmiller

The Sacred Portion Children’s
Outreach is a non-profit
organization dedicated to
providing for the needy
children of the world who are
without homes or families.
We seek to provide better
environments for children
living in orphanages and to
ultimately move them on to
brighter futures through
adoption. The Sacred Portion
Children’s Outreach relies on
contributions from individuals,
businesses and corporations
in order to carry out its
mission.

If you would prefer to
receive our newsletters
through email, please
notify us by sending a
message to: info@sacred
portion.org. Thank you.

What is the meaning of
success?
By the world’s
standards
it
is
often
measured by monetary
achi evement ,
business
acquisitions and profitability,
promotion to a more
prestigious
position
of
employment, or gaining
notoriety or recognition for
some accomplishment. In
the world of orphan care
and adoption, it takes on
quite a different meaning.
The antonym of success is
failure.
The children we
serve are the result of failure.
Not failure of their own
doing but failure of a world
to care for them as they
should have been cared for. A world that has inflicted pain and loss
instead of protecting and holding them dear. So, success in the realm
of orphan care and adoption is measured by turning those failures into
brighter futures for children. We love the scripture of Jeremiah 29:11
that says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a future and a
hope.” In using this alternate measure of success, we can say that The
Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach has been a successful ministry.
Over the past 17 years, God has used our efforts to change the
trajectory of the future for many a child. We don’t have to look at
statistics, outcome reports, or comparative analysis to see that success.
We only need to look to the smiles on the faces of the children who are
now the recipients of love and grace and the faces of the families who
have been privileged to participate in God’s miracles.
Continued on page 2

Thor and Vicki Gunderson smiled
through their tears as they
finalized their adoption of Lea in
the district court in Gillette, WY on
June 13. Lea, like many children in
the Philippines, was abandoned
at an early age and had been
residing in an orphanage for
seven years before participating
in the Summer of Hope hosting
program in Gillette in 2013.
Although her host family did not
have intention to adopt, the
Gunderson family became aware
of Lea’s need for a family and
stepped forward to begin that
process. The Gundersons brought
Lea home for good on July 11,
2015. The dimples in Lea’s sweet
smile reflect the joy that exists all
around in this family over Lea’s
successful placement with them.

Danny and Cedrick’s smiles and
victory stance demonstrate their
feelings of having achieved
success. Their feet, at long last,
landed back on US soil nearly
three years after being hosted in
Gillette, WY in 2013.
Their
adoptive families had an
excruciating long wait for the
boys’ exit papers allowing them
to leave the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. For awhile it was
doubtful as to whether the
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adoptions could be completed.
But God had a plan that would
not be hindered by the will of
men or government (see story
on page 5).

The smiles on the faces of the
Cain family members reflect the
success of their adoption of
Dodong. However, their smiles
are also smiles of relief as this is
an adoption that came
tragically
close
to
not
happening. The Cain family of
Gillette, WY hosted Dodong
during Summer of Hope 2015.
Their paperwork was submitted
and they had received official
approval from the Intercountry
Ad o p t i o n B o a r d
of the
P h i l i p pi n e s f o r D o d o n g ’ s
adoption. The next step was to
wait for Dondong’s visa and
then approval to travel.
On
April 10, 2016 came the most
frightening news that Dodong
had left the orphanage with
another boy on January 29 and
had been missing ever since.
Knowing how children can easily
disappear into the labyrinth of a
vast city like Manila, our hearts
sunk and we all feared greatly
for Dodong’s safety. Although
Dodong had already been
missing for more than two
months by the time we were
informed of his disappearance, it
was only two days later that we
received the good news that he
had been found! The incident
report we were provided

indicated that Dodong had left
the orphanage to look for his host
family! Having no concept of
geography, the span of land
masses or breadth of oceans,
Dodong had ventured out with
what seemed to him a
reasonable quest. We are so
thankful that God kept him safe
and that he was found.
Jomar (now called Ryder) smiled
with pride over his new nose after
two successful surgeries at Mayo
Clinic in October. There will be
more surgeries to come that will
allow him to fully smile, and to
hear and see the world around
him. Jomar was adopted as a
result of participating in the
Summer of Hope program in
Gillette, WY in 2014. A rare birth
defect called Frontalethmoidal
Encephalocele left him with
disfigurement and paralysis on
the right side of his face, as well
as blindness and deafness in his
right eye and ear. Jomar’s story
that
began with tragic
circumstances now heralds the
success of his life being turned
around through adoption and
the wonderful things in store for
him (see story on page 12).

There are lots of smiles as
adoptions of children are
successfully completed. But the
smiles continue as we see the
children who have been
adopted move on to success in

More Smiles of Success
school, sports, business and other
areas of their lives. Although we
don’t keep in direct contact with
all of the families we have served
in their adoption process, postings
on Facebook, bits of things in
local newspapers, holiday cards,
graduation announcements and
updates from various other
sources give us an idea of what
these kids are up to and the
successes they are having.
We loved hearing from Doug
Case that his adopted son,
James, whom he and his wife
Gena hosted in 2007 in Boise, ID
was finishing up a distinguished
enlistment in the army and would
be going on to Texas A&M this fall
to study civil engineering. Doug
stated that James seems to have
a clear road map for his life!
It was a joy to see Rommel Miller’s
senior pictures that his adoptive
mom posted on Facebook and
we feel so proud of this
handsome, young man. Rommel
and his two younger sisters
became part of the Miller family
of Bozeman, MT in 2009.

We stumbled across a photo in
the sports section of the
Bozeman Daily Chronicle of Luke
Vondra fighting for control of the
ball in a soccer match between
the Bozeman Hawks and Billings
Broncs. Luke, who is from
Ethiopia, participated in Summer
of Hope 2011 and was adopted
by the Vondra family of Billings,
MT. We couldn’t believe how
grown up Luke is!
Joseph Fowler, who is from
Russia, participated in Summer
of Hope 2003 and was adopted
by the Fowler family. Joseph,
who just turned 19, is following in
his father Elichai’s footsteps with
his own custom jewelry business.
Some of Joseph’s pieces will be
in our Giving Hope to Orphans
art auction on November 18. His
beautiful work can also be
viewed at this link:
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
neverendingsparkle/items.

The pride of Christopher and
Cathy Lynch in their adopted
daughter, Christine, now age 19,
shines through in their postings on
Facebook. The Lynch family of
Boise, ID hosted Christine during
Summer of Hope 2008. Christine,
graduated from Capitol High
School where she was the Cheer
Squad captain her senior year.
She is now in her first year
attending Boise State University as
a dual Psychology and Criminal
Justice major and continues her
cheerleading with Boise State
Spirit Squad. Her goal is to work
for the FBI. Wow!

In a Student Honors section in the
Bozeman Daily Chronicle on June
12, 2016 we saw Christine
Wambeke as being named to the
Dean’s list at Carrol College.
Christine, along with her two
siblings, was hosted by the
Wambeke family of Three Forks,
MT during Summer of Hope 2006.
There are so many more smiles of
success that we could share.
Although adoption is challenging
and we know that some families
have faced significant struggles,
we rejoice in the children who are
doing well and pray with hope for
those who are still finding their
way. God is a great Redeemer
and wants every adopted child’s
story to be one of smiles and
success!
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God has used the ministry of The
Sacred Portion Children’s
Outreach to take those children
whom the world has failed and set
them on a path of hope and
success. As is the case with many
charitable organizations, we are
frequently looking at a shortfall of
funds needed to carry out our
mission. Our budget is behind for
2016 and we also need to
generate funds for the start of a
new year in order to continue this
important work.

Help Us Continue to Create
Smiles of Success

A great way that you can help us
is by attending our 3rd Annual
Giving Hope to Orphans Dinner
and Art Auction on November 18.
This is a free event and will include
a sit-down dinner, live and silent
auction and guest speaker,
Gerald Clark, founder of the
Home for Good Foundation and
author of Adoption and the
Gospel.
We will be featuring
original art done by orphans,
adoptees and locally known artists
to be bid on and our International
Market corner will provide an
opportunity to shop for
handmade items from the
Philippines and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. It will be a
fun evening all around.

If you can join us, please go to
www.sacredportion.org to
make your reservation. You
will see a button on the page
t hat
says,
“Fund ra iser.”
Clicking on that button will
jump you down the page to a
link that will take you to the
registration page. Since this is
a free event, you will need to
use the code Hope to
complete your registration.
If you are unable to attend this
event, please consider sending in
a donation using the envelope in
the middle of this newsletter or
d o n a t e
o n l i n e
a t
www.sacredportion.org.
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The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach invites you to
partner with us by hosting a table at this event. We are also
in need of volunteers to help with set up, serving and cleanup. If you can help, contact Jan at 406-581-8160 or email
jand@sacredportion.org. Thank you!

A Long Wait Ending With Smiles
By Haley Gray

In the summer of 2013, six orphans from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) participated in the Summer of Hope program in Gillette,
Wyoming. These six children found their forever families during their four
week stay and the families quickly began the adoption process to
bring them home permanently (the children all have to return to their
countries after hosting while the families complete the adoption
process). In September 2013, a month after the children left Gillette,
the executive branch of the DRC announced that it had suspended
the issuances of “exit letters” to Congolese orphans already LEGALLY
ADOPTED by foreigners in
the court system in the
DRC. Most governments
t r eat
p a s s p o rt s
as
permission to leave the
country, but the DRC
government
has
a
separate requirement in
addition to passports for
its citizens which are “exit
letters.” The DRC went far
beyond any previous
adoption
ban
or
suspension by restricting
already
LEGALLY
ADOPTED children from
leaving the country. At
least 13 children adopted
by Americans died from
preventable,
treatable
illnesses from the time
that detention began
and all children missed
out on precious time and
The DRC children during summer hosting in development
only
a
Gillette, WY in 2013.
loving family can provide.
Thankfully, all of the
Summer of Hope children’s families never gave up and continued the
incredibly difficult fight to bring their children home! And slowly over
the course of three years, the DRC began to let the adopted children
leave. Now, we can finally breath and celebrate with these children
and families as they are all now HOME and living life as a child
deserves! We thank God for opening the door to bring these children
to Wyoming in 2013 even though the adoption journey that followed
was full of unknowns and a lot of anxiety and heartache. Without that
open door, these children would not have found families. We thank
God that He gave the families and children the strength and courage
during the “wait.” And we especially thank God for watching over
these precious children of His ALWAYS! As of now, the door is closed to
adoption from the DRC denying many orphans the chance to grow up
with the love and protection of a family. Our hearts hurt for the DRC,
but we rest in knowing our God is in control and pray those suffering
find peace and comfort in Him no matter their situation.

Some of the funds raised for
Summer or Hope in Gillette, WY
were used to send four children
to school in Goma, DRC for the
2016 - 2017 school year through
Rudi International’s school
education project. Poverty
resulting from lack of education
and employment is a major
contributor to children being
displaced from their birth
famili e s int o in st it ut i ons .
Sponsoring children to attend
school is one way we can focus
more on prevention as
education creates sustainable
change for children and
ultimately for communities and
entire countries.

Sponsoring:
Cynthia
6th grade
Denise
5th grade
Christine
5th grade
Mapendo
7th grade

WHEN CHILDREN
LEARN, THEY LATER
EARN!
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Smiling Because They’re Home at Last

Cedrick, now age 11, was adopted by the VonEye family
of Gillette, WY.

Sophie, now age 13, was adopted by the
Olson family of Gillette, WY.

Justin, now age 11, was adopted by the
Hendren family of Gillette, WY.
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Smiling Because They’re Home at Last
Danny, now age 10, was adopted
by the Carsrud family of
Gillette, WY.

Although their children were not part of the
Summer of Hope hosting program, the Westra
family of Manhattan, MT got caught up in the
same dilemma of not being able to get exit
letters for the sibling group of three they
adopted from DRC. Ruth, age 7, Elsa, age 5,
and Hollis, age 5, are now thankfully home
with the Westras.

Twins, Mpia and Mbo, now age 10, were adopted by the
Fowler family of Billings, MT. The boys names have been
changed to Ransom and Noble.
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Rehoboth Children’s Home Updates
Adoptions

New Arrivals

There were smiles all around as
Shinji was united with his
adoptive family on September
5. Shinji has been at the
Rehoboth Children’s Home for
three years. We are so happy
to see him move on to a bright
future. Shinji will be living in
Spain with his new family.

On September 6, Elyza, a three month baby girl, was admitted to
Rehoboth and on September 16, a sibling group of five children was
admitted. We have never had this large of a sibling group before!
The children are four girls and a boy ranging in age from 2 to 10 years
old. Such cuties! Rehoboth received the re-admittance of a child
on August 23 who had been adopted by a local Filipino couple two
years prior. Zyra was two years old when she was adopted and has
just turned four. We don’t know exactly what the reason was for her
return but it is certainly sad when this happens.
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Rehoboth Children’s Home Updates
Kids Medical Updates

Medical Clinic Updates

Sabrina was admitted to the
Rehoboth Children’s Home in
March
of
2015
with
Hydrocephalus. Her surgery on
July 18 to put in a shunt was
successful.
Her head has
reduced in size and the doctor
reports her to be a healthy
baby who, after initial check
ups, now only needs to be seen
again in 6 months. Jerome had
surgery on July 8 to further
correct his cleft lip and palette.

Recently the RSM Medical clinic held an information session for local
women on implant and other family planning methods. More than
20 women gained valuable insight and assistance with family
planning. The Medical Clinic is working to qualify as a health
provider under the Philhealth national insurance program. This will be
a great help toward the self-sufficiency of the clinic.

Staff Development
Pauline, the social worker at Rehoboth, facilitated a professional
development workshop and open dialogue for the caregivers,
house parents and support staff on how to care for the emotional
health of children who have been orphaned, abused, abandoned
and neglected. The workshop helped the staff understand the
range of feelings the children at Rehoboth may have and some
helpful strategies to support their well being.
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Busy Kids at Rehoboth
Kids Updates

RELC Updates

Wennilyn performed with her
school classmates in a local
dance competition at a private
school in Tanay. She and her
classmates earned second
place and everyone at
Rehoboth was very proud of
her! Wendy, Wennilyn’s sister,
and Edward were so excited to
be invited by a classmate to a
prince and princess themed
birthday party.
They loved
dressing up for the occasion
and both had a wonderful time!

Buwan ng Wika (National
L a n g ua g e
M o nt h )
was
celebrated at the Rehoboth
Early Learning Center.
The
students also took a huge field
trip recently visiting three
places - the post office in
M anila,
M anila
Bullet in
Newspaper and the Museong
Pambala. All the big kids and
six toddlers from the Baby
Home who came along for
the day of adventure were
very happy.
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Growing and Fixing at Rehoboth
Maintenance Updates

Agriculture Updates

The urgent roof repair has taken
place, one of the houses that
accommodates the older
children has had some
refurbishing and the final
painting and renovation of the
second house is nearly done.

The male staff at the Rehoboth Children’s home are affectionately
known as the Pogi boys which means “good looking” in English. They
have built a structure for mushrooms to grow and have begun
planting! This will be another source of food for the children and the
excess will be sold as income for Rehoboth. The current litter of pigs
have stunted growth but the agriculture staff have worked out why
and have put in place a new plan for the animals.

We are very grateful to Siloam
Christian Ministries in the UK for
providing a majority of the
funding to do the needed roof
renovations creating a safe,
secure place for the children.

Prayer Requests


For smooth transitions for
newly adopted children and
their families.



For the children at Rehoboth
who are waiting for a forever
family.












For the social workers who
work tirelessly to make the
best plan for each child’s
future.
For the staff at Rehoboth to
know the valuable work they
undertake every day and how
much they are appreciated.
For
the
board
and
administrators to have wisdom
in decision making.
For the medical clinic to fully
develop all services as
needed by the local
community.
For the yearly
needs to be met.

budgetary

For the local Sampaloc
community - for family unity
and stability and that one
day, the resources and
services of Rehoboth are no
longer needed.

Needs of Rehoboth
Rehoboth’s van that is now 13
years old is in urgent need of
replacement as it is breaking
down more and more often and
repair costs are rising. If you are
interested in assisting in raising
funds for this please contact us.
The anticipated cost for a replacement van in the Philippines
would be about 1,300,000 PHP
which is $34,000 US.
We are so grateful for the
volunteers who give invaluable
service to Rehoboth and to all of
the donors who make it possible
to continue serving children in
need in the Philippines.
THANK YOU!
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Changing the Trajectory of a Child’s Future
There is perhaps no better story
that illustrates how the multiple
focuses of The Sacred Portion
ministry has impacted and
changed the trajectory of a
child’s future than the story of
Jomar. Jomar was admitted on
September 2, 2010 to the
Rehoboth Children’s Home, an
orphanage that SPCO has been
partnering with since 2001. Jomar
had been abandoned by his birth
mother and, at the time of his
admittance, had a large mass on
his face called Frontoethmoidal
Encephalocele, a rare birth
defect.
With the help of
donations from generous people,
the Rehoboth Children’s Home
was able to seek medical help for
Jomar and he had surgery on
December 1, 2010 to remove the
mass. Although the surgery was
successful, Jomar’s face
remained severely disfigured with
paralysis on the right side and
blindness and deafness in his right
eye and ear.
Over the next six years, Jomar
thrived in the loving, nurturing
environment of the Rehoboth
Children’s Home. His needs were
supported by a sponsor through
the child sponsorship program
managed by SPCO. As time went
on, Jomar saw other children
leave for adoption and had a
desire for the same to happen for
him.
Each time we visited
Rehoboth, he would, with his
limited English, ask us about a
“mommy and daddy.”
Our
hearts would sink with that
question as we honestly didn’t
know if there would be a family to
adopt Jomar.
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In 2013 we made a request to
the Intercountry Adoption Board
of the Philippines to allow Jomar
to be included in our Summer of
Hope hosting program in
Gillette, Wyoming. The family
that hosted Jomar made it
possible for him to come on the
summer program and have the
opportunity to meet a family
that might commit to adopting
him
even
though
they
themselves did not have
intention to adopt.
That’s
exactly what happened. The
Reddig family of Minot, ND
heard of Jomar and traveled to
Gillette to meet him. By the time
Jomar left at the end of the four
weeks, the Reddig family had
declared their desire to adopt
Jomar.
With the Summer of Hope
program we bring the children
and leave it up to God to make
the connections that will lead to
hope and a brighter future for a
child.
And we are often
amazed at what God puts

together. In Jomar’s case, the
grandfather in the Reddig family
had an accident at the age of 15
that resulted in a facial
disfigurement and a prosthetic
eye and Jomar’s future adoptive
mother had extensive experience
working in the area of facial
paralysis and facial reconstruction.
What a match!
As a Hague accredited adoption
agency, The Sacred Portion
Children’s Outreach was able to
process the Reddig family’s
adoption. Jomar came home for
good on May 5, 2016. This summer
we had the pleasure of
connecting once again with
Jomar and his new family when
they were traveling through
Bozeman. We met them at Buffalo
Bump Pizza in Four Corners and
were joined by Fe, the
administrator of the Rehoboth
Children’s Home as well as the
Bruckner family who had
sponsored Jomar during his time
at Rehoboth.
It was quite a
reunion!

Before Jomar’s arrival home,
Alyson Reddig searched for a
doctor specializing in facial
paralysis treatments. She located
Dr. Babak Azizzadeh, a renowned
Los Angelos area facial plastic
and reconstructive surgeon. He
offered to perform Jomar’s
necessary surgeries and cover
extra medical expenses. Those
surgeries will take place in the
coming months.
In October,
Jomar (who now goes by the
name of Ryder) and his family
were at Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
MN where he had a complete
medical evaluation. There, it was
discovered
he
had
an
incomplete encephalocele repair
with cerebrospinal fluid leaking
into the sinuses which required
surgery on October 3. This was a
life-saving surgery since nothing
was protecting the brain and the

membrane was ruptured. His next
surgery is scheduled for
November 15 for a boneanchored hearing device and
fittings for a prosthetic eye.
Jomar’s story recently appeared
in the Minot News which was then
picked up by the Washington
Times.
The Reddig family is
anticipating much more publicity
surrounding Jomar’s ongoing
transformation and recovery.

Jomar post surgery at Mayo Clinic

The neuroophthalmologist at Mayo Clinic was able to
correct Jomar’s vision in his left eye to 20/50 by temporarily paralyzing
the inside muscles of the eye that auto focus. The vision team also
came up with a prototype for glasses which Jomar has already
received. The first thing he said when he put the glasses on was, “Mom,
I can see you!”

If you would like to help the Reddig family with their
medical expenses, go to giveforward.com and type in
Ryder’s Hope in the search box.
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Adoption Finalizations!

Thor and Vicki Gunderson finalized their adoption of Lea,
age 14, on June 13 in the court in Gillette, WY. Lea is from
the Philippines and joined her family in July 2015.

Mequel and Jill Baril finalized their adoption of
Joseph, age 3, on October 24 in the court in
Billings, MT. Joseph is from the Philippines and
has been home since November 2015.

Congratulations!

Reunion!
On June 5, we had the pleasure
of gathering at the home of
Corny and Shari Lee Kroon for a
reunion of children who had been
adopted from My Father’s House,
an orphanage in the Philippines.
Several families in Montana and
Idaho have children from that
child caring facility. The reunion
was initiated by the Thompson
family from Boise, ID who adopted
their daughter, Sunshine, in 2010.
The Kroons hosted their adopted
children, Lala, Reynante and
Ronaldo, during Summer of Hope
2009.
Also joining us was the
Anglea family from Hamilton, MT
who hosted their adopted
children, Analiza, Aprilyn and
Anthony in 2009. Joyce Andriolo
who was hosted in 2011 was there
with her adoptive mother, Amber.
Also in attendance was the Van
Dyken family and their daughter
Nikki who is from the Rehoboth
Children’s Home in the Philippines
and Joe Barton from the
Children’s Shelter of Cebu with his
and Lala’s son, Jason. A special
thank you to the Thompsons for
suggesting this reunion and to the
Kroons for hosting.
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It was so good to see
everyone. You are all so
grown up!

We’re So Glad You’re Home!

The Jones family of Kalispell,
MT brought their two year old
daughter, KyLynn, home from
China in July.

Cactus and Nichol Anderson of
Columbus, MT returned home from
China on June 9 with their newly
adopted son, Jett, who is 3 years old.

James and Ashley Newell of
Bozeman, MT will finalize their
adoption of Jessey, age 7, and Irvin,
age 5, on November 17. They are
adopting the boys from the MT state
foster care system.

Russell and Devon Hallcroft
came home from the
Philippines on October 17 with
13 year old Elmejhon whom
they hosted during the
summer of 2015.

The Greivous family of Billings, MT
returned home from Haiti on
October 27 with their new
daughter, Naica, age 4.

Damon and Melody Cain
arrived home on October 7
from the Philippines with
Dodong, age 9, whom they
hosted in 2015.
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